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INTRODUCTION. 


H E following Diſcourſe 
( which was fini{ſh'd above 


two months ago, but by 
reaſon of ſome Intervening Occur- 
rences found not its way to the 
Preſs) is delign'd againſt che under- 


| taking of a late Author in his book 


which bears the Title of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Chriſttamty, &c. But 
the Writer himſelf is wonderfully 


}- pleaſed with his Lying hid, and 


being No Body. I grant there 


} may be Reaſons why a man may 


ſometimes conceal his Name, and 


- not prefix it to the Book he is Au- 
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T he Introduttion, 


thor of, Bur chere are ſome Rea- 
ſons that are proper and peculiar to | 
this Writers curcumſtances, for ' 
this is perfectly after the Mode of | 
our late Engliſh Kacovmian Writers, | 
who conſtantly appear Nameleſs, | 
and accordingly hereia he ſhews 
himſelf to be of the right Racovian 
breed. And another good reaſon 

1s this ( which 1ndeed argues ſome- 
ching of Modeſty ) he would not 
ſet a Chriſtian Name _— that 
book wherein he ſo groſly abuſes 
Chriſtiazity, and renounces the great- | 
eſt part of it. 

I will not waſt time, and trou- 
ble the Reader and my "ſelf abour | 
gueſſing who this Writer is, Out | 
of Chriſtian good will and chari- | 
ty I am backward to believe that 
he who is vogued to be the Father | 
of theſe Extravagant Conceits, 1s 
really fo. I will ftull perſyyade 1 = 

elf 
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felf that there is an Error of the Per- 
fon 3 upon which accotine I hall 
be more free char” otherwife I 


But to'come to the Book it (elf ; 
chete' was ( to expreſs it in the 
moſt Learned and Rhetorical Stile 
of our Author himfelf } a great 
flutter, noiſe ard buz, raiſed about 
it, ever! white it was yet under the 
Printers hands. There wete cer- 
tain Faftors and Fmiſlaries who 
extrav#gantly exrolled it, arid it 
was obferv'd this Applauſe came 
fromthe Racovian quarter. Thoſe 
of that way knew before” it came 
out that it was in favour of their 
Cauſe : whence it was that they 
ſo mightily ratfed che ExpeCtati- 
ons of thoſe they conversd with, 
and highly magnified this Viece be- 
fore the world had feen ic. And 


' 45 ſoon! av it was Hleſſed with the 
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ſight of ir, their language ran to 
an exorbitant heighch : as if Chrz- 
ſtranity had been never known be- 
fore the time of the compiling of 
this book. All that went before 
this Author were deluded Crea- 
tures, and were perfect Strangers 
to the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and to Chriſtianity it (elf, 
Now is riſen up an Infallible 
Teacher : all muſt obſequiouſlly 
. repair to this Great Oracle. Now 
the Socimans have anocher Champi- 
on, now they look brisk upon it, 
and the day 15 their own. Now 
Converts come 1a apace, and the 
Youth begin to have a Polonzan Al- 
peCct : and in a ſhort time we ſhall 
have a Brood of Socmmans, we ſhall 

he ſtock'd with Young Racovians. 
And to Jet you into the whole 
Project, this 1s the ſhort account 
of it, Sectmaniſm was to be ereCted 
at 


The Introduthion. 

at this time (they can ſtay no lon- 
ger) and in order to that all hands 
are to be employed, z. e. all that 
they can get. Among others they 
thought and made choice of a Gen- 
tleman, who they knew would be 
extraordinarily uſeful to them ; 
and he ir is probable was as for- 
ward to be made uſe of by 
them, and preſently accepted of 
the Office which was aſſigned him. 
Now, thinks he, I had belt to 
make uſe of this opportunity , and 
to ſet up for a Drvine. Nor only 
the Iiiterate bulk of mankind, but 
thetr Reverences and Right Reverences 
(to uſe the words of a * Writer of 
our own Brotherhood ) ſhall come to 
Me to have their underſtandings in- 

A 4 formd 


mm 


* The Exceptions of Mr, E, againſt 
the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &C. Ex» 
mined, 
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farma'd, for we have but a ſorry 
unthioking ſort of Teachers now a- 
days, whether they be Conformilts 
or otherwiſe ; I could never 
prove of their Syſtemanck genius, 
their GEng upon Creeds and Con 
fiſſons , and - rendring our Faith 
cumberſom and burdenſfom. Ir 
may be even theſe men will give ear 
to what a Thoughtful Muſmng Man 
dictates to them, though they ne- 
ver think themſelves, bur take all 
upon truſt, and ſwallow Epiſtles 
and Gofpel together. I have at- 
tained ro ſuch a heighth and per- 
fection of knowledg that I am able 
to inſtruft rcheſe people after an- 
other rate, I muſt tell them 
( which I know they will loak ve- 
ry ſtrangely upon ) chat the Apo- 
ſtles, when they wrote the Epi- 
files to their Chriſtian Conver 
deſigned not to trouble their heads 
with 
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with any Articles or Tratbs that 
were necellarily to be believed , 
they only dropt a few Occaſronal 
Documents. And it may be now 
and then that One driecle which I 
have propounded to the world 
may be hook'd in by the by : but 
that is no place to look for any Ne- 
cellary and Fundamencal Truth of 
Chriſtianicy, which sabſolucely to 
be believ'd by us. 

This ſeems to be Novel Do- 
Crine, and ſo indeed it 15, for I have 
the honour to be the firſt famous 
[nventer of it 5 but I doube not 
but in a ſhort time I ſhall not only 
propagate this, but the Cazſe to 
which it is ſubſervient, in a won- 
derfoul manner. To this purpoſe I 
will carry it cunningly : whileſt 
the Double-Colamnd Prmts are open- 
ly and in a down-right way advan- 
cing the Cauſe, } will do as much 


ſer- 
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ſervice under-hand. They look di- 
rectly towards Poland or Tranſyl- 
pania, they publickly profeſs them- 
ſelves to be Socinur's Followers, but 
Il be upon the Reſerve, and fo dif- 
guiſe my ſelf that it ſhall be very 
difficult to diſcover me. I will 
make the world believe that I ne- 


ver heard of ſuch a man as Socimnus ; 


and if they tell me that I ſpeak his 
very language as perfectly as if I 
were a Native of Stenna, 111 face 
them down that I had it not by 
fingring of agy\Socinian Authors, 
but by a kind of Natural Revela- 
tron, 

Well, this cauſe muſt be car- 
ried on, and I can do it as well as 
any man by maintaining that there 
is but One Article of Chriſttan Faith 
neceſſarily to be believd to make a man 
a Chriſtian, neceſlarily to be believ'd 
1n order to ſalvation, For if there 


be 
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be but One Point neceflary to be 
believ'd, then the doEtrines con- 
cerning the Trinity, concerning the 
Incarnation and Dromity of Chriſt , 
concerning his Sattsfat#zon, &c. are 
rendred unneceſlary as to the mak- 
ing us Chriſtians. And this | will 
ſhove on under the colour of bein 

ſerviceable to the bulk of Mankind, of 
being obliging and merciful co the 
Multtude and Rabble, and Poor Peo- 
ple; though (to ſay the Truch ) I 
ſhew my ſelf robe fo far from ob- 
liging che Mulcitude that I dothem 
an infinite deal of Miſchief, Yer 
if I compaſs my End, it is e- 
nough, and I care for no more. 
And my End 1s this, to hale in 
Soctmantſm after a new man - 
ner. 
You ſee what the Mzſmg of chis 
Gentleman comes to: and I was 
ſo unhappy a man as to find it our, 


co 
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to take norice of it, and to diſco- 
ver it to the world in a late Diſ- 
thereby 1 have extremely ang 
rated this New Undertaker and 
his Adherents. I do not wort 
der at it, for now their It 
trigues are laid open , theiw 
all cheir Meaſures are thereby 
broken. 
But to keep up their hearts, aViade- 
cation( as it 1 calldjof chisT reachery 
is publiſh d by him who was ap- 
ms to be the Cliief Tool in chis 
work- Here he makes it his buſt- 
nels to defend his New Paradox, 
and to ſhore his Notion up agan 
wich ſome crazy props. Through- 
out the whole he is pleasd- to 
Criticize with ſome Magifteri- 
alneſs and Pertneſs on the Re- 
flections which I made on his 
book 


= 
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book. And now ic js my turn 
again to be Crigck , and I ſhall 
diſcharge the Task "with all im- 
partiality and integrity, le js true, 
there is nathing of any Moment, 
nothing Weighty and Argumen- 
rative in what he hath offered, 
and therefore ſome in whoſe 
[on I coyld canfide, would 
ve prevailed with me to add 
no more on this Subject , which 
they were perſwaded I had be- 
fore ſufficiently cleared : but part- 
ly to ſhew ſomewhat further 
the great Danger and Miſchief 
of this Writers Opinion, patt- 
ly co prevent the Seduction of 
ſome well-meaning perſons wo 

may be apt to be led away 
his ſmaoch Pretences, ( far | hs 
his Cavils and Evafions be weak, 
yet they may chance to light 
into the Hznds of ſome om 
ea- 


T he Introduthion. 


Readers, ſuch as are not well 
eſtabliſh'd in their notions : 
Wherefore not on the account 
of his Petty ObjeCtions, bur for 
the ſake of theſe perſons I re- 
aſſume this Argument ) and part- 
ly to lay open the Wilful Mi- 
ſtakes and Groſs Diſhmulation 
(as I take it ) of chis Writer , 
and partly to gracifie thoſe Gentle- 
mens expectations who with ſome 
impatience ſeem to long for a Re- 
ply, I have once again undertaken 
tro employ the Preſs upon this occa- 
fion. Bur the Chief and Principal 
Deſign, as well as Motive, of my 
appearing again in this Cauſe 1s to 
aſſert and defend the Chriftian Faith 
which this Auchor hath miſrepre- 
ſented, maimd and abuſed. To 
which purpoſe I will ſet before 
the Reader the Heads of his pre- 
tended Vindication, and in the face 

of 
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of the world make it appear how 
falſly and perfidioufly he hath aCt- 
ed inthe Cauſe of Religion. And 
may it be the Readers Prayer ( as 
well as it is mine ) that this Enter- 
prize may tend to the Glory and Ho- 
nour of God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt ( Three 
Glorious Putirs in One ever to be 
Adored Deity ) and tothe Edifica» 
tion of the Chriſhan Church. Amen. 


Jan. 27. 
1695, 


ERRAT A. 


19.line.1, read. Wwrld, p22 118. for Chrift.r. Jeſus. 
M16" r, L. 9.1. Raceview. p #7. 


Jeſus inſere chriſt. p. Os ren.cfive done make 


the ocher part of the Parentbeſis.p.117.1.18. after if inſere 
the truth wire bnown, I believe it would appear that. p.1 20. 
I.17.r.telling, Þ-1 25.1 8. r him.p. 1 28.1. 21 after bath inſerr 


bad. p. 131. | 13. after religion infert whe is ner a-bin 
ko one that & vated « Sociaien in the Brief Hiſtory of the 
Unitariaxs, p. 135.1. 11. r. Secinianir'd. 
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| A Late WRITER 
| Unreaſonable Opinions 


CONFUTED: 


CHAP. I. | 
The firſt General Charge apainſt the Late 


Writer, viz. That he unwarrantably 
crowds all the Neceflary Articles of 
Faith into One, with « deſign of fa- 
i waring Socinianiſm. Fl» endeavours 

to bi off the Enditement. but is cait 
! by his own word:, His wilful miſtake 
| about the Article of the Deity. He 
labours in wain to ſplit One Article 
into Two. It is ſbew'd that beſides the 
bere believing of Jeſus to be the Mel- 
fias, it is neceſſary ro know and believe 
the Fall of Adam, mhereby Sin and 
Death entred into the World, and were 
derived to his poſterity. It is neceſſary 
to know and believe Who the Meſſias is; 
1 whether he be God or Man, of both: on 
B which 
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which will follow the neceſſary belief of 
the Holy Trinity. It ts requiſote to have 
« right conception concerning our Re- 
covery and Reſtauration by the Meſli- 
as, #4. ec. to know what he undertook and 
did for. us, and to be acquainted with 
the Great Privileges beſton'd upon us 
by him. It is of neceſſity to believe what 
the Meſlias requires of Us. It is un- 
doubted matter of our belief, that our 
Salvation ſprings from the mere Favour 
and Grace of God through Chriſt Jeſus, 
and not from any works or merits of 
ours. It is indiſpenſably requiſite, that 
we believe the DoFrin of the RelurreCti- 
on, of the Final Judgment, and of 
Eternal Life. 


Task which is before me, after I 
have told the Reader, that I intend 

not to imitate our Nameleſs Au- 
thor in his Childiſh Flouriſhes, in his 
Spruce and Starched Sentences, and in 
tus Impotent Jeſtings, which are ſprink- 
led up and down his Vindication. Nor 
will I follow him in his Impertinencies 
and Incoherencies, in his trifling Excur- 
ſions to eke out his two ſheets and a 
half. 1 will not reſemble him in his 
little 


J Will now betake my {elf to the 


| 
| 
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Little Artifices of evading, in bis weak 
and feeble Struglings with a Strong 
Truth. I will not perſonate him 1a the 
Confuſion and Diſorder of his Reply, 
for it ſeems he had forgot, that it is one 
ſign of a Well-bred, a Well taught Man, 
* to anſwer to the firſt in the firſt place, 
and ſo in order. I will not imitate him 
in his Dry Common Places, in his Set 
of Words and Phraſes, of Sayings and 
Apothegms, which would have ferv'd 
on any other occaſion, asthe Intelligent 
Reader cannot but take notice. Much 
leſs will I comply with him 1in his An- 
gry fits and Pafſionate Ferments, which, 
tho he ſtrives to palliate, are cably diſ- 
cernible, for he feels himſelf Wounded, 
and is not able to diſguiſe it. I will be- 
take my ſelf, I ſay, to the preſent Con- 
cern with great application and mind- 
tulneſs, fully making good my Former 
Charges againſt his Book, and clearing 
my own from thoſe ſorry ObjeCtions 
and Cavils which he hath ſince rais'd 
againſt it. In the whole management 
[ will ſincerely acquaint che Reader firſt 
with his own words, and then offer my 
Refutation of them : and all along I will 
B 2 
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be careful to baniſh all Indecent Re- 
fletions ; unleſs thoſe ſhall be counted 
ſuch which are purely grounded on his 
ovn expreſſions, and which his Freedom 
of Language neceſſarily and unavoida- 
bly adminiſters to me. 

The Main Charges are theſe. ' 1. That 
he unwarrantably crowded all the Ne- 
ceſlary Articles of Faith into (ze, with 
a deſign of favouring Socinianiſm. 


—_— 


2. That he ſhew'd his good will to *' 


this Cauſe by interpreting thoſe Texts 
which reſpc& the Holy Trinity, after 
the Antitrinitarian mode. 3. That he 
zave proof of his being Socinianiz'd by 
Nis utter ſilence about Chriſt”s ſatisfying 
/or us, and purchaſing Salvation by 
2ertue of his Death, when he deſigned- 
ly undertook to enumerate the Advaen- 
wantages and Benefits which accrue to 
mankind by Chriſt's coming into the 
World. And in the making good of 
thelt Particular Charges, I ſhall (as I 
did before) evidence to the World that 
this Writer hath not only a deſign to 
cheriſh Socinianiſm, but at the ſame 
time to make way for Athei/m. 

I begin with the Firſt, on which 1 
will enlarge more than on any of the 
-elt ; becauſe it comprehends 1a it ” 

vera 
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veral other Particulars, and becauſe in 


' diſcuſſing of this, I ſhall have opportunity 


to lay open the Sophiſtry and Diſſimu- 
lation of this Vindicator, and likewiſe to 


diſcover tothe Reader how Miſchievous 


and Pernicious his Deſign is. Firſt, it 
is obſervable that this Guilty Man 
would be ſhifting off the Enditement 
by excepting againſt the formality of the 

ords, as it ſuch were not to be found 
in his Book. But when doth he do 
this ? In the cloſe of it, when his mat- 


| ter was exhauſted, and he had nothing 


elſe to ſay, YVindic. p. 38. Then he be- 
thinks himſelf of this Salvo, whereas he 
had generally before pleaded to the 
formal Enditement , and had thereby 
owned it to be True. And indeed he 
cann do no other, for it was the main 
work he ſet himſelf about to find but 
One Article of Faith 1n all the Chapters 
of the four Goſpels and the As of the 
Apoſtles : and accordingly he over and 
over again declares, that there is but 
that One Truth yg ae is the Meſ- 

ented to by Chri- 


Dottrin preſs'd and requir'd to be believ/d 
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in the whole temour of our Saviour's and hid 
Apoitles preaching. p. 197. of his Resſow- 
ableneſs of Chriſtianity, And again in 


the ſame place. This was the ONLT. 
Croſpel Article of Faith which was Preach- | 


ea t0 them, This he often inculcates, 
having left out ſeveral conſiderable paſ- 
ſages in the very Goſpels, and having 
thrown afide the Epiſtles, as it they 
were no part of the New Teſtament, 
hoping that ſome of his Readers would 


be bubbled by this means. 
And when I told him of his Oze Ar- 


ticle, he knew well enough that I did 
not exclude the Article of the Deity, 
for that is a Principle of Natural Relz- 
gion ; Whereas, I only took notice of 
his paſſing by and wholly omitting 
thoſe points which are Evangelical. Yer 
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he willfully miſtakes me in this, p.27. of ? 
his Vindication, and ſaith he doth nor de- ? 


ny the neceſſary belicf of a Derty, or One 
j 


only True God ; and ſo the belicf of rhe 


Mceſ/fias with that makes Two Arrticles. 


Thus he would perſwade the Reader, 
that I miſunderitood him, and that I 
rax'd him with ſcrting up One Article, 
when he acknowledges two. Bur the 


Reader fees his Shuffling ; for my Dit- : 


courſe did nor treat (neither doth his 
Book 
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Opinions Confuted. 7 
Book run that way) of Principles of 
Natural Religion, but of the Revealed 
one, and Particularly the Chriſtian. Ac- 
cordingly this was it which I taxed him 
with, that of all the Principles and Arti- 
cles of Chriſtianity he choſe out but 
One as neceſſarily to be believed to make 
a Man a Chriſtian. 

And though ſince he hath tried to 
ſplit this One ioto two, p. 28. yet he 
labours in vain, for # believe Jeſus to be 
the Meſſizs amounts to the ſame, with 
believing him to be a King or Ruler, his 
being Anointed ( 5. e. being the Meſſias ) 
including that in it. Yet he hath the 
Vanity to add in great CharaQers, 
THESE ARE ARTICLES, asit 
the putting them into theſe Greas Letters 
would make one Article two. Such is 
the fond fancy and conceitedneſs of the 
Gentleman, whereas in other places he 
hath formally declared, that there is 
but Ore Article that is the neceflary 
Matter of Faith. This I had juſt rea- 
ſon to except againſt ; and now I will 
give a farther account of my doing fo, 
by ſhewing that, beſides that One Fun- 
damental Principle or Article which he 
{o often mentions, there are Others that 
are as neceſſarily to be believed to make a 

| B 4 Man 
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Man a Chriftian, yea to give him the de- 
nomination of a Believer, in the ſenſe of 
the Goipel. Several ot thele I particu- 
larly, but barely enumerated in my for- 
mer Diſcourſe, and now 1 wiil diſtintly 
inſiſt on the moſt of them, and let the 
Reader fee, that it is as neccllary tor a 
Convert to Chriſtianity to give aſſent tq 
them, as to that other he lo frequently 
ſpecifies. 

This Propoſition, that by one men fin 
entred into the World, and death by ſin : 
and rhis - which tollows, Death paſſed 

n all men, for as much as all men have 
Pancd, Rom. 5. 12, and that other, 
that even the Regenerate (for the Apo» 
ſtle ſpeaks of himſelf and the Conyer- 
ted Epheſians) are by nature the Chil- 
dren of wrath, as well as others, Eph. 2. 3. 
theſe, I ſay, are as abſolutely neceflary 
to be known, aſlſented to, and believed, 
in order to our being ( hriitians as this 
Propofition, Jeſus is the Meſſias, or Sent 
of God. For I ask, what was the end 
of his being ſent? Was it not to Help 
Mankind, to reſcue and deliver them 
from ſome Evil ? And where can we be 
inform'd concerning the Riſe and Nature 
of this Evil, but in the Sacred and In- 
ſpired Writings? And do not thele 

tore- 
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foreſaid Texts, which we find in St: 
Paul's Epifths, acquaint us with the 
true Source and Quality of our condition 
by nature? Do they not diſcover the 
Root of Mans Milery, viz. the Apo- 
ſtacy of Adam (for he is that one Man) 
and the dreadtu! Conſequences of it, cx- 
prefied by Death and Wrath? Andis 
this ſet down to no purpoſe in theſe In- 


ſpired Epiſties ? Is it not requilite that 
we ſhould know it and believe it ? 


Yea, is not this abſolutely requiſite ? For 
it is impoſſible any one ſhould firmly 
imbrace, or ſo much as fcriouſly attend 
to the DoCtrin of the Meſias, unleſs he 
be perſuaded that He #ands in need of 
him. And can he be perſuaded of this 
unleſs he be acquainted with his Dege- 
nerate and Miſcrable State, his univer- 
{al Depravity and innate Proneſs to what 
is Virious, and with the true Original of 
it? viz. The voluntary Defeftion and 
Fall of our Firſt Parents, and with that 
the loſs of our Happineſs. The word 
Mcſpas 1s an inſignificant term till we 
have a belief ot this: Why then is there 
a Treatiſe publiſhed to tell the World, 
that the bare beliet of a Meſſias 1s all 
that is required of a Chriſtian? 


Again, 
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Again, it is not only neceſſary to 
know that Jeſus is the Meſixs, but alſo 
to know and believe who this Jeſss, this 
Meſſias is, viz. whether he be God or 
Man, or both. For every one will grant 
that there is a Vaſt Difference berween 
the one and the other, as much as there 
is betwixt Infinite and Finite; and there- 
fore that we may have a due apprehen- 
ſion concerning the Mefſaas, it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, that we ſhould believe him 
to be what he isdeclared to be in the In- 
fallible Writings, viz. God as well as 
Man. The Word was God, John n. 1. 
The Word was made Fleſh, v. 14. And 
this Word is the Only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, in the ſame Verſe. God was mani- 
feſt in the Fleſb, 1 Tim. 3. 16. He is 
called not only God in theſe places, and 
in ſeveral others, but he is ſtiPd the 
True God, 1 John 5. 20. and the Great 
God, Tit. 2. 13. The Lord of all, As 
10. 36. God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 9. 5. 
Hence we muſt conclude, that there is 
a neceſſity of believing the Meſſias to be 
the very God, of the fame Eſſence with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, for theſe 
are the two other Perſons included in the 
Deity. So that hence it will follow, that 
* it 15 requiſite to believe the Holy Tri- 
nity, 
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wity, i. e. that there are in the God- 
head Three Perſons, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt ; which is the Dodrin that 
our Saviour himſelf taught ( and he 
taught it, that it might be believed) 
Bon Faq 4 _ == Celebration of 
im, which is a ſolemn part of Di- 
vine Worſhip, b commended on be in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, who are One God, 
I om 5. 7. Theſe Three © are One, one 
ence or Being, as the word *s- imports. 
Thoſe words of the Apoſtle are obſer- 
vable, 1 (or. 1.13. Were ye baptiſed in 
the name of Paul? As much as to ſay, 
Baptiſm is in the name of God, and not 
of a Man: Therefore when it is ſaid, 
Go and Baptize in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, it is included, thar 
theſe Three are God, z. e. Three Per- 
ſons of one and the ſame Deity. Thus 
it is manifeſt, that the believing of Je- 
ſus's being the Meſfias, or Anointed is 


- not ſufficient to make a Man a Chriſtian 


Believer, but he mult further believe 
theſe Propoſitions or Articles, viz. that 
the Son of God was made fleſh, s. e. af- 
ſumed our Human Nature ; that Chrift 
is True God; that He with the Father 
and the Spirit are One God; for theſe 

are 
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are not only expreſſed in the Goſpels 
and Epiſtles (out of both which we are 
to gather the Fundamental Articles of 
Faith) and conſequently are to be afſen- 
ted to by all Chriſtians, but the very 
Nature of the thing it ſelf ditates that 
we ought to have a firm belief of theſe 
Truths; for otherwiſe when a Man pro- 
tctles his belief in the Mefas, he is yet 
ignorant of the Perſon he pretends to 
believe in. He doth not kaow whether 
he believes in a God or in a Mar, or to 
which of theſe he is beholding, for the 
Good he looks for by the Mefſas's com- 
ing. Now, Sir, you with your Reaſ0- 
nableneſs of Chriftianity, what do you 
think of this? Is it not reaſonable that 
a Chriſtian ſhould (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of himſelf) know whom he bath believed ? 
2 Tim. 1. 12. Nay, is it not indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary, that he ſhould know whe- 
ther it be a Divine, or Human, or An- 
Le/ical Power that heas obliged to, that 
ſo he may accordingly proportion his 
AﬀeCtions and Service? for (what ever 
the late Set of Socinians hold) there 
muſt be a differexce made between the 
Homage which is paid to a Creature 
(luch as they declare Chrilt to be) and 
that which 1s due only to the — 
I wi 
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I will refer the Reader to the Incompa« 
rable Biſhop Pearſon on the Second Ar- 
ticle of the Creed, where he ſhews, the 
« Neceſſity of our believing Chriſt to be the 
« Eternal Son of God, and God himſelf, 
* x, For the direQing and contrming of 
* our Faith concerning the Redemption of 
« Mankind, 2. For the right informing 
« of us about that Worſbip and Honour 
* which are due tohim. 3. For giving us 
* arightapprebenſion, and conſequent- 
« ly a due value of the Infinite Love of 
« God the Father in ſending his Only-be- 
« gotten Son into the World to die for 
* us. Thus this Judicious Writer, But 
ourNameleſs Author would perſuade us, 
that there is no neceſſity of believing 
any ſuch thing. 

Then in the next place, we are to 
have a right conception concerning our 
Recovery and Reſftauration by this Meſſias, 
who is God- Man. And here thoſe ſe- 
veral Scriptures will turniſh as with Ar- 
ticles, As by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to conaemmation, even 
ſo by the righteonſneſs of one the free gift 
came upon all men unto juſtification of life. 
For as by one mans diſobedience many were 
made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall 
many be made righteous, Rom. 5. 18, 19. 

He 
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He d to put away fin by the ſacri- 
ft was once 


for the wnjuit, 1 Pet. 3. 18. He gave 
himſelf « Ranſom for all men, 1 Tum. 2.6. 
Te are redeemed with the precious blood of 
Chriſt, x Pet. 1. 18, 19, Andto it is 
prefix'd ye know, to let us underſtand 
that this Article is to be known and aſ- 
ſented to. We are bought with a price, 
x Cor. 6. 20. and 7. 23. We are reconci- 
led wnto God by the death of his Son , 
Rom. 5. 10. By him now we have reces- 
ved the Atonement,V. 11. By one offering he 
hath perfeed for ever them that are ſantti- 
fied, Heb. 16. 14. I behoved Chrift to 
ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the third 
dey, Luk. 24. 46. Chriit muſt needs have 
ſuffered, and riſes again from the dead, 
Atts 17. 3. He was taken ap into heaven, 
and ſat on the right hand of God, Mark 
16. 19. Theſe and the like places afford 
us ſuch Fundamental and Neceflary 
Doarins as theſe are, that by and for 
the Meritorious Righteouſneſs and Obe- 
dience of Chriſt (the Second Aden) we 
are accounted Righteous and Obedient 
in the ſight of God : That Chriſt was 
a Sacrifice for us, and ſuffered ” our 

cad: 
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ſtead : That he fſarisfied Divine Juſtice 
by paying an Iafnite Price for us; Thar 
by vertue of that Payment all the Debes, 
i.e. all the Sins of Believers are per- 
teftly abſolved : That hereby the anger 
of the Incenied Deity is pacified, and 
that we are entirely Reconciled tor him : 
That we have an afſurance of all this 
by Chriſt's rifing from the dead, and 
nadies triumphantly into Heaven. 
Theſe are Principles of the Oracles of 
God, Heb. 5. :2. Fheſe are part of the 
Farm of ſound words, 2 Tim. 2.2 3. which 
are indiſpenſable ents in the 
Chriſtians Faith, which you may know 
by. this, that if a man be obliged to the 
belicf of the Meſſas's ing, it is 
undeniably requikee that he know 
what the Meſtias came to . do for him, 
and that he ſhould firmly yield aflent to 
it. This I chiank no Man of Reaſon 
will deny : and then it will follow that 
theſe Articles which I have laſt mentio- 
ned; are the Neceflary and Unexceptio- 
nable objeft or marrer of the Faith of a 
Chriſtian Man. And here likewiſe it 
were eaſe to ſhew, that Adoprrom, Juſt- 
fication, Pardon of Sims, &c. which are 
Privyeges and Benefits beſtowed upon us 
by the Meffias, are neceſlary matters of 
our 
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our Belief, for we can't duly acknowledge 
him for our BenefaQtor and Saviour, un- 
leſs we believe, that theſe Great Pre- 
rogatives are confer'd upon us. 
Moreover, it is of undoubted neceſſ- 
ty in order to our being Chriſtians, that 
we know and believe what the Meſfias 
* requires of us; which is contained in ſuch 
eneral Texts as theſe, That ye being de- 
'wvered out of the hands of your enemies 
may ſerve him (Chriſt our Deliverer 
without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
before him all the days of our life, Luke 
I. 75. The grace of God which bringeth ſal- 
vation , teacheth us, to deny wungodli- 
neſs and worldly lufts, &c. Tit. 2.11,12: 
He gave himelf for us, that he might re- 
redeem us from all iniquity, &c. Tit. 2. 14. 
This is the will of God, even your ſaniliff - 
cation, 1 Thefl. 4. 3. Wi Faith it 
is impoſſible to plesſe God, Heb. 11. 6. 
Without holineſs no man ſball ſee the 
Lord, Heb. 12. 14. Which places yield 
us ſuch Propoſitions as theſe, that the 
Mejſzzs who vouchſafed to come into the 
World to redeem loft Man, requires of 
him univerſal Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the abandoning of all fin and 
ungodlineſs: That it was one grand 
end and dehga of Chriſt's viſiting the 
World 


Y1i3Þ 


make them entirely godly, ſuber and: 
in their Lives: That withour 
theſe there is no Salvacion, no Secing of 
God in the regions of Glory, no 

of Everlaſtiog Happineſs. The di 
lieving of theſe zrriicles hath made ſo 
many Chriſtians as we ſee every 
where, ſuch as lay c'aim ro that Ho- 
nourable Title, but are regardleſs ofthat 
Holineſs which ſhould accompany it. 
We muſt not only believe that Jeſav is 
the Meſſias, but we muſt believe this al- 


* ſo that we can have no Benefit by this 
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Meſſias unleſs we by Faith and 
ence adhere ro him. 

Neither is this enough, it is further 
matter of our Kkelief, as we arc ( hrifti- 
4x7, that our Salvation ſprings from the 
mere Favour and Bounty ot God through 
his Son Jeſ#s ( br:#, and that this is the 
only _ of that Happineſs which wy 
expect. ace we are ſaved, thr 
faith, Tos of our om it is the 
gift of God, Eph. 2. 8. Not by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac+ 
cording to his Mercy be ſaveth wt, Tit. 2.5; 
Where there is not this perſwaſion and 
belief, the truc notion of Chriſtianity va» 

C niſhes, 
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nithes, and the.Conceit-of Merit comes in 
its room : Whezefoce there is a Neceſſuy 
that we belicve and be periwaded ari 
as to'this matter. 'We are. W, 
Creatures of our ſelves, but there is a 
Warthineſs derived: to us from the Un» 
ſpotted and Meritorious Righteouſneſs of 
him that is the Ecernal Sonof God, He 
that knows not this, he that believes 
not this deſerves not the Name of aChri- 
ftian. 1 ſhould have been glad to have 
found ſomething of this nature in this 
Gentleman's Chriſtianity. But he endea- 
vours to ſeduce his Readers by other 
apprehenſions, he tells them that the 
bare aſſenting to this, that Jeſas is the 
Meſſias, is the Summ Total of the Chri- 
ftian Faith, and che Goſpel requires no 
more. 

Laſtly, The doCtrines of the Reſur- 
reFion of the Final Judement, and of 
Eternal Glory in heavens are contained in 
fuch paſſages of rhe New Teſtament as 
thele, Chrit will raiſe up his at the laſt day, 
Jobn 6..44. The Lord Jeſus (brift ſball 
Juoge the quick and the dead at bis appearing, 
2 1ims, 4. 1. Father, 1 will that they 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
F am, that they may behold my glory , 
John 17. 24 And are not theſe 

Truths 
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Optnimy Cnifted. th 
Trunhs the proper ObjefX of HF Frith 
now under efhe Goſpel, hey fo prenit- 
i the” HoAfirte 2d be 
him 


of the Maſſer f Can we believe th 

, and (yer 'not believe he > ke 
things wiletva (© brotight to Hfight by hk 
precehing the Gomely Fer fliotgh they 
were in ſome meaſure- $ttovertd grid 
revealed before ( zs. e. the General Do- 
Arine concerning a Future State, and 
the Endleſs Happineſs accompanying it 
was not unknown ) yet Chriſt's Words 
and thoſe of the Apoſtles do more abun- 
dantly aflure us of the truth of them : 
eſpecially Chriſt's Riſing from the dead 
and mg- mo Glory have itrrefra« 
gably confirmed the reality of them, ac- 
cording to that of St. Peter, We are be- 
gotten again wnto 4 lively hope by the rejur- 
reftion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an 
nheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and the fldeth not away, reſerved in hea- 
ven for w, 1 Pet. 1. 4 Who burthe 
Vindicator could imagine that theſe 
Evangelical DoQtrines are mot Neceſſary 
Matter of Faith to Chriftian Men ? Who 
but he could fancy and( which is more ) 
publickly aſſert that the belicf of the 
Meſſiss being ſent from God, without 


being acquainted with his gracious ap- 
C 2 potntment 
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| The foreſaid Articles and DoGrines are 
|} wed to be Neceſſary matter of Chriſtian 
| Faith. Not rl 4 man i ſuppoſed 
AQually to exert his Aſſent and Belief 
'T every moment, That we may be True 
Chriſtians, All theſe Fundamental 
Truths muſt be imbraced, and none ex- 
cluded. late Writer's forgerful- 
neſs. It is prov'd that be grounds his 
an__ hm ning nd Weakneſs 
Gear Capacity in the 
b Hein he follows 
- Mp be j edge 
Y r —_ Iyſeries to t 
the Volgar 5 a? wil a8 bee 
tha Tet, reje# The Dottrine 
of the Trinity how ſaid to have no Dif- 
ficulty in it. It contains in it =oCon- 
tradition. This Propoſition, Jeſus is 
the Meſſas ir not more intelligible than 
any of the Articles before mentioned. 


HUS I have briefly ſer before the 
Reader thoſe Evangelical Traths, 
thoſe Chriftian Principles which belong 
to the very Eſſence of Chriſtianity. I 
have proved them to be ſuch, yy I 
ve 
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have reduced moſt of them to certain 
Propoſitions, which is a thing che Vinds. 
catoy cail'd for, p. 16, If what I have 
ſaid will nt content bim, I 4m lure 4; 
can dg pething that, will, Ang. there- 
fore, if he ſhould capricigylly require 
any. thing mare, it wauld be a5 great 
Folly ig me to comply with it as it 45 1n 
him t9 move i, From what I have 
ſaid it is evidear that be is grolly mi- 
{taken when belauh, Hhaeyer dodirones 
the Apoſtles required to be believe to make 
a may 4 (hriſt1an, are to be found in thoſe 
places of Seriptve which, be hath quoyed tn 
his book, pg. 11- The places which he 

votes are made ule of by him io thew 
that there is but One Article of Brhef, 
viz. that Chrifh 14 the Meſſiah : bus I 
think I have ſufficiently proved that there 
are Other DoCtrines, befides That which 
are requir'd to, be beheved to make a 
man a Chriſtian, Why did the Apoſtles 
write thele DoQtrines ? Was it not that 
thoſe they writ to might gave theig 4/- 
ſent tothem ? Nay, did they nor require 
Aſe it tothem? Yes verily, for this-1s to 
be proved trom, the Nature of the thiggs 
contained in, thols Doftrines, whi-h, 
were fuch as had immediate reſpett to, 
the. Occaſion, Author, Way, Ween 

an 
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and kue of their Redemprion and Sdlva- 

gion, as any mparit] judg dy examin- 

nr nm 
w 

the ſum of all amounes to this} The be- 


ſolutely'neceſſary.. None will be fo're+ 
fraftory, Eſuppoſe, as ro' deny the firſt 


Propolitioo in this Syllogiſm 3 therefors 


the- Occaſion , Author, Way, Means, 
and Iſſue of our Salvation, and which 
are neceflary- for knowing:the True Nas 
ture and-Delign of it, is the beliet of ſuch 
things withour the knowledg of which 
a-man cannot be ſaved : but ſuch is-the 

belief of the preceding Articles, Ergo, 
Not without good: reaſon therefore I 
call'd them- the Eſſential and Integral 
Parts of-our Chriſtian and Evangelical 
Faith : And why the Vindicator fleers at 
theſe Terms ( p.18. ): I'know oo rea('n 
C4 but 
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but this that he can't confure the appli- 
cation ot them. Surely none this 
Upltart Racovies will have the confi- 
dence to deny that Theſe Articles of 
Faith are ſuch as are Neceſlary ro con- 
ſtirute a Chriſtian, as ro the incelleftual 
and doQtrinal part of Chr ſtianiry 4 fuch 
as muſt 1n ſome me»ſure be known and 
aſſenred to by him, ſuch as muſt be ge- 
nerally receivd and imbrac'd by him. 
Not that a man is iuppoſed every mo» 
ment i0 Atul exert his Afſent and Be» 
lief, for none of the Moral Vertues, 
none of the Evangelical Graces are ex» 
erred thus always. Wherefore, that 
Queſtion, p. 46. ( though he fairh be 
ah it ſcrioufly | might have been ſpared, 
Whether every one of theſe Fundamentals 
5s required to be believed to make « Man 8 
ſftiaw, and ſuch 4s without the Aud 
; , he cannot be ſaved? Here is 
when there is none, 
is only to Cavil, and (if 
he can ) to expoſe my Aſcrtion, Burt he 
is not able to do it, for all his Critical 
Demands are anſwered in theſe tew 
as the Moral ) Endowments are 


never ſuppoſed to be Always in AQ: 
they are cxerted upon Occaſion, and 
not 
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not all of them at a time. And there- 
fore he miſtakes if he thioks, or rather 
as he bbjefts without thinking , chat 
theſe Dodtrines, if they be Fundamen- 
tal and Neceſſary, muſt be alvays attnal- 
hy believed. No man befides himſ{clf 
ever ſtarted ſuch a thing. And wh 
ſh uld not every one of theſe Evangeli- 
cal Truths ( which is another thing he 
puts into his Queſtion ) be believed and 
imbraced ? They are in our Bibles for 
that very ſe, as I have proved, 
and therefore I nzed not undertake it 
again hete. Hence it follows that a 
man cannot be a Chrifian without the 
knowledg and belief of theſe Truths 
which are the of Religion, the 
Stand»rd of the Chriſtian Faith, the ve- 
ry Badgss and Characters of Chriftiani- 
ty. Wherefore for any man tomake v 
Chriſtianity without the belief of « 
WOUAIY and abſurd —_— and 
conſequently we ma $ that none 
—_— have m— L bur this 
Writer. This is he that ſets up One 
qo of the reſt, (though 
he is much diſpleaſed with me for ſaying 
ſo, p. 31.) for what is excluding them 
wholly but defying them ? Wherefore, 
ſeeing he utterly excludes all the reſt by 


re- 


\ Sy ne, * 
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repreſenting them as Uſeleſs #0 the mak- 
Oo ne ___ ( which is ry de- 
whole Undertaking) it is 

manafeſt that he defies them. 
But let us hear , what this Authoe | 
for himlf. He founds his con» 
ceit of One Article partly upon this, that 
a Multicude of doctrines is obſcure, and 
hard to be underſtood, and therefore he 
erulles all n for yer ler that the 
le and | boar 
Le” kin is aho Scope, of a graz>-pard of 
his book. But his Memory doth not 
keep pace with his Inventioa , and 
thence he ſaith he remembers nothing of 
this in his book. Vind.p.27. This Worthy 
Writer doth not know his own Reaſon- 
ing that he- uſes, as particularly thus, 
that be troubies Chriſtian men with no 
more but One Article,. becauſe that is In« 
relligible, and all people high and low 
may comprehend it. For he hath cho-» 
ſen out. (he thinks )a Plain and Eafie Ar- 
ticle, whereas the others which are com» 
monly. propounded are not generally 
agreed upon ( he ſaith). and are dubious 
and uncertain. But the believing that 
Jeſus was the M:ſſias hath _ of 
doubtfulneſs or obſcurity in it. "This 
the Reader will find to be the drift and 
deſign 


hl 


. of bis Res 

where he (cts 

cake 4nd tntellrgs- 

ery ng 3s he calls ir} of Religion, 


tanity, 


together, and {pins it out 
ade zo1 
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> Main, 
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down t 
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whereas he had ſet 
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pt ii a XJ «._ tom ao: coca un. PIN 


whereas a Varicty of Article s wauld be 


and flouriſhes it over after hs 


hard to, be underfioo& This he enlarges 


upon, 


falhion, 
ſaid. ſo, 
Nie 
ry KG 


and ye<t he deſires to know when be 


29». Vindic 
Sir. kt me be-permitted to: ac» 


tyou that your Memory is. as de- 


the goods 


as your Judgment ; for in the ve-. 
10m 'yQuLatiriburci to 
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5 and condeſcention of the _Allmighty that 
| nothing as abſolutely neceſſary to 
be believed but what is ſuited toValear cape- 
cities and the com fions of illiter ate men, 
p. 3o. Itis then that you found 
your One Article on this, that it is ſuited 
to YVulgar capacities, whereas the Other 
Articles mentioned by me are obſcure 
and ambiguous, and therefore ſurpaſs 
the comprehenſion of the Illiterate. 
And yet you pretend that you have for- 
got that any ſuch thing was faid by you: 
which ſhews that you are Careleſs of 
your Words,-and that you forget what 
you write, What ſhall we fay to ſuch 
an Oblivious Author as this? He takes 
no notice of what falls from his own pen, 
and therefore within a page or two be 
confures himſelf, and gives himſelf the 
Lye. 

The plain truth is, he Socinianizes 
here, but will not own it, which makes 
him run into theſe Contradictions. He 
follows the ſteps of his Good Patron 
Crellizs ( one of the ſtiffeſt Racoviens that 
we have ) who throws aſide ſeveral Ar- 
ticles of faith becauſe they are Dark and 
Difficult, and not adapted to the Capa- 
city of the Vulgar. This very thing he 
alledges to ſet off his —— 

| 


XUM 
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the Holy Trinity, viz. that * the do- 
Arine which he maintains is according #0 
the under ſtanding <7 Arg Valear. The Com- 
mon ( he the Jews, 
the Fiſhermen did not wd the do-" 
Brine of Three Perſons in the Deity : nei- * 
ther do the Valgar Chriſtians at this day 
form any ſuch notion : therefore away 
with the doftrine of the Trinity, And 
this is the guiſe and praQtice of our Soct- 
#ians at this day : it is known that they 
are wont to this Sacred Point 
Jo the very s (very great / 
odges inded and to demand their 


ution of it, and they pretend that 
e it in the Negative. All the 
Df is to Valgar Capacities, to 
of the fo rele lf theſe 
eto po of any more Articles of 
ief than One, then our Author will 
conſent to it that we ſhall have them: 
but he acquaints us that #hey are for no 
more but Oxe, and therefore we muſt be 
content with That. This is his New 
Divinity. And a + Socinian Brother , 
who undertakes the defence of his Noti- 
ons, {ſeconds him in this, I 
r 


* De Uno Des Patre, Lic. 1. + The Exceptions © 
Mr. E. &c. examined. 
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the Articles of faith which are prox 
ou by Divinrs are 
ible, ebfiruſe, but the One Artis 
the of . Lock) x not ſo, but ivexatts 
ly calculated for the Valgar Meridiad; 
and therefore is the oaly Authenrick and 
Neceſlary Pont in the "Chriſtian Theos 


i chiok che Reader will bear me wits 
neſs rhat I heve retuted this wild Cons 
ceit by giving a diſtin& account of the 
ms Duftrines and Articles be» 
fore mentioned, and at the fame time 
ſhewing ho Iatelligible and Plain they 
are, and by |ctting bum fee che Abſolute 
Neceſſity of their being aflented- ro and 
embraced by every Chriſtian. No zr9e 
Lover of God and Troth need dowds 
ot any of ther, for there is oo Aa 
biguity and Doubcfulneſs in theas 
They {hine with thear own light, and to 
an judiced eye are plain, evident 
and 1 Cadthay would al 
continue ſo it fome HE-minded men 
not perplex and entangic #hem, on pur» 
poſe to render them comemprible, yea, 
wexchude them wholly trom bemg = 
matter of our belief. And as to the do- 
Qrine of the Trinity, which is the Main 
Verity which theſe mea ſet themſelves 


againlt, 


by God in the Holy Scriptures. Nay, 
as to the thing it felf, thus far we can 
apprehend that it is not impothble or ab» 
furd that the Three Diſtiot Perſons in 
the Deity ſhould be One God, tor there 
may be a Plurality of Perſons in the ſame 
Infipite Eflence. Every Perfon doth noc 
require a Si je Pprcicular Efſeace, or if 
they will call the Three Numerical Sub- 
Gftencies by the name of Efſexces, yet 
they are united inOne General Subſt ance 
or which is common to them all. 


And when they ſay it is a Contradidtms 
that One be Three, which s as 
much as to ſay, One is not One, this is 
foon raken off by replying ( and that 
molt eruly ) that One and not One 1n the 
ſame re/pedt 13 a Contradiftion, but One and 

wor 
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wot One in different reſpe#; is noContradi- 
&ion. Any ſmartererinLogick know this. 
And this isthecaſc here, for thothe Three 
Perſooalicies be diſtinguiſh'd, and that 
really, yet they agree 10 One Common 
Eſſence, and ſo he Divinity is both Ooe 
and Three in differcnt reſpeQts, on diffe- 
rent conſiderations. And this is that 
which is abundantly teſtified in Scrip- 
ture, in the Goſpels as well as the 
Epiſtles ( let our Author remember 
tht: ) there we learn that the Divine 
Eſſence or Nature is branch'd out into 
Three Diftiat Perſons," Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, and that * theſe | hree are One. 
Then as to the Propoſition _ 
this New Modeller of Chriſtianity 
mends to the World as — only Neceſ- 
fary Matter of Faith. alchough he pre- 
tends ir is more Intelligible than any of 
thoſe that I have yy any Juaicious 
Man cannot but ſee the contrary, for 
this muſt be explain'd ( as well as thoſe 
before his Yi ule ar Capacities can 
hend it. Here firſt the name Jeſav, 
which is of Hebrew ExtraQtion, —_— 
fince Greciz'd, muſt be expounded, and 
ſo mult the Word Meſſias (as 1 =—_ 


* Mai, 28, 19. Jebw 10, 36, 


33 


rdng oth Cans 

man Writer 

mad ourſs with 

| by - the Meſþ- 

ah, pt. the Holy 

Goh and roy en eb, his bes 
ing bon rr. bis being ; 


Prince and « Seview. And then t — 
mult be told for what End and Purpo 

or elle they can have no true 
Meſbar ) — which _ 


Explained, and fully underſtood fo that 
Chriſtian Souls may have the crue ſenſe 
of them, then he doth as good as ſay 
that the bare pronouncing of theſe Words 
Jeſus is the Meſſias is enough to make a 
Chriftian, And we ſhall be aptto think 
that he inrends rhis for a (harm or Spell, 
and that the very Syllables will (uffice ro 
make one a True Believer, eſpecially if 
he be one of the Yager and Iliterate. 
But it may be he hath ſomething elſe to 
lay to an Other —_ of Mea :the *y_ 


| O—_— 
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he holds that there is one Chriſtianity 
for. the bulk of mankind, and another 
for the Finer and Better Sort of People : 
And then it is likely be will tell us of 
two Heavens, one very Spacious to hold 
the Meltitede, and the other of a Leſſer 
Compals to receive the reſt. Theſe are 
the Abſurdities ( which I confeſs I de- 
light not in expoſing or ſo much as men- 
tioning ) that this New Notion maypro- 
duce. Whence it a that all his 
jargon and chatter about his Owe Article 
are vain and infignificant, and are fer- 
viceable only to gall the Unwary Rea- 
der, and ( which is worſe) to debauch 


Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
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The late Writer's paſſing by the Epiſtles, 
and not collefting any Artieles of ' Faith 
out of rhem ſbew his Contempr of them. 
His Evaſion, viz. that the Epiſtles 
were writ to thoſe who were alread 
Believers, is proved to be kth 
If it were true, it 4s a_ovg to his pur- 
poſe The Epiſtles teach Fundamentals, 

is other Fuaſion, viz. that the Fun- 
damental Articles in the Epiſtles are 
 & mixed without diſtinQion- with other 
| & "Truths diſcovered fo be of no force, and 
Retorted wpon him, The true Reaſon 
why he wen no further than the Goſpels 
and the Ats. His other Excuſts for 
rejeifivg the doirines - contained ' in 
the Epiſtles examined , and found to 
be © Siphiſtical. He travels as far as 
China fer Prudence, and there borrows 
it of the 'Miſſhonary Jeſuites. The 
Rom, 14- 1. which he alledges, antho« 
rites him 'not t0 impoſe upon Weak 
Chriſtians.” His Evaſtons are inconff- 
ſtent ith themſelves \ and according, . 
Pf not well approved of by the Party, Hiy' 
Objeftion about the Apoſtles Creed folly 
anſwered, ' Our Church's Jedement 
D : 


COM» 
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concerning the Articles of this Creed. 
This Profeſſion of Faith hath ſeveral 
Articles in it which Socinians will not 
ſubſcribe to. Whileſt be is cenſuring, 
he commits 4 great Blunder: FHle mi- 
flakes and miſrepreſents the Goſpel-Diſ- 
penſation. 


UT the Gentleman is not without 
his Evaſcons, and he ſees it is high 
time to make uſe of them. This puts 
him into ſome diſorder, for when he 
comes to ſpeak of my mentioning his il! 
treatment of the Epiſtles ( which he pur- 
poſcly omitted when he made his Col- 
ion of Articles, or rather wheo after 
all his fearch he found but One Article ) 
you may obſerve that he begins togrow 
Warmer than before. Now this k 
Man is nettled, and you may 
that heis ſenſible of the Scandal that he 


hath given to people by his flight- 
ing of rhe Epiſtoler Writings of the 
ly Apoſtles: yet he is ſocunning as to 
iſguiſe his Paſſion as well as he can. 
He requires me to publiſh to the World thoſe 
paſſages which ſhew his of the 
ifler, p. 19. Butwhat I, Good 
Sir, do this, when you have done it 
your ſelf ? 1 appeal to the Reader _ 
t 
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ofthe Four Franks your paing by 
ow Ev 5) your pa 
the Epifes, dy ing wholly > 
the Dn fay in - Yo > ſb - 

ing to the W or(d your Contempt of them. 
But letus hear why he did not attempt 
tocolle& any Articles out of theſe Wri- 
rings: he aſſigns chis as One Reafon, 
The Epiſtle: being writ to thoſe who were al- 
ready ers, it could not be ſuppoſed 
that they were writ to them to teach them 
Fundement ds, p. 13 14. Vindic. Cet- 
tainly no man d have conjeftured 
oy pop 6 fps wry Raton 
as this, I wi t forhi 
beyond all ala Fg 4 is ove of 
ConjeQtures : he bath a faculty of Shift- 
ing which no creature on can 
the Few Or | Fas we E_., ped __ 
& Lawr were Writ £0 or 
Believers as well Unbelicver - s 7 A 
we not particularly and expreſly told by 
St. Lake that be writ his Goſpel to the moi 
Excellent Theophilus ? Lak. 1.3. w 
all grant to be a Beliew iſtian of 
ſome.eminent rank. Or if this Author 
beſo fingular as to queſtion it, he may 
be ſatisfied in ». 4. by che Evangeliſt 
himſelf. And forthe 4- of the Apoſtles 
we find are dedicated to the ſame Emi- 
D 3 nent 
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nent Believer, A#s 1. 1, By the fame 
Argument then that he would perſwade 
us that the Fundamentals are not to be 
ſought for in the Epiſtles, we may prove 
that they were not to be ſought for in 
the Goſpels, and in the AF:, for even 
theſe were writ to thoſe that believed. 
And yet it is clear that this Writer did 
not make uſe of this Argument, other- 
wiſe he would not have confined the 
Fundamentals to the Goſpels, and the 
AFs. Here then is want of Sincerity in 
a great meaſure, which hatch been ac- 
counted heretofore a good, qualification 
a Wraer,,. ©. 7 
Again, granting that the Fpiſtles were 
all of them Writ to thoſe that already be- 
lieved, yet what can this be to his pur- 
poſe? Muſt no Believers haye any Fun- 
damentals taught them ? What is the 
meaning then'of 1 John 2. 21. I have 
not written unto you becauſe you know not 
the Truth, but becauſe you know it. Su 
poſe they have forgot the Feadamentals, 
or have corrupted and perverted them ? 
as was the caſe of the Galatians, who 
mixed the Law with the Goſpel, Legal 
Works with Faith ; and of the Diſper- 
ſed Hebrews who had received the Chris» 
ſtian DoQtrine, but were falling away 
| from 
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from it. - Might not 'the Apoſtle, yea 
did he not in his Epiſtles to theſe Per 

remind them of the Great Articles of the 
Chriſtia® Faith? Did. he not, when he 
writ to the Galatians allert the doftrine 
of Juſtification through faith in Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, without the Works of 
the Law ? Did he not in his Epiſtle to 
the Wavering Hebrews endeavour to eſta- 
bliſh them in Chriſtiavity by diſplaying 
the Excellency and Tranicendency ofthe 
Prieſthood of Chriſt, by convincing them 
of the Efficacy and Ferfeftion of the One 
Sacrifice of the Mefſias on the Cros, 
whereby the fins of mankind are perfe&- 
ly Expiated ? So St. John's firit Epiſtle 
was written on occaſion of the Chriſtian 
Churches ( converted from Judaiſm } 
being endanger'd by certain Seducers 
that were crept in among them, and la- 
bour'd to unſcrtle their belief concerning 
the Divinity as well as the Humanity of 
our Saviour. Whereupon this Apoſtle, 
who had clearly delivered the doQrine 
of the Holy Trinity in the beginning ofhis 
Goſpel, now more eſpecially urges that 
Principal Article of their Faith the Dezty 
of Chriſt, chap. 2. v. 22,23. and alſo in 
expreſs words aſſerts the Whole Trinity, 
chap. 5. v. 7. Thus it is manifeſt that 
D 4 the 
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the Apoſttes in their Fpi/tles ranght Fin- 
dewentsls, which is contrary to what 
this Gentleman faith, rhat fach a thirg 
could not be ſuppoſed : und he word pre- 
tend That as a reaſon why he did not 
look for any Neceflary Articles of Faith 
inthe Fpiitles, But we ſee how gromnd- 
leſs his pretence is. 

Hear another feigned ground of his 
omitting the Epittles, viz. becauſe the 
Fundamentsl Articles ere here promiſcu- 
ouſh, and without diſtiniFion mix'd with 
other Truth. p. 14. But who fees not 
that this is a mere Elafion ? for on the 
ſame-account he might have forborn to 
ſearch for Fundamental Artides in the 
Goſpels, for they do not lic there tope- 
ther, but are diſperſed up and down : 
the DoQtrrinal and Hiſtorical part are 
mix'd with one another : but he pre- 
rends to ſever them ; why then did he 
not rnake a ſeparation between the Do- 
Arines in the Epiſtles and thoſe Other 
Matters that are treated of there ? He 
hath nothing toreply to this, and there- 
fore we muſt again look upon what he 
hath ſuggeſted as a caſt of his Shuffi 
faculty. Or if he ſhould excuſe himſelf 
by ſaying that N and Fundamen- 
tal Principles can't be diſtinguiſh'd _ 

\ thoſe 
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thoſe other —_ which occur in the . 
Epiſtolary Writings, any one may diſ- 
cover the infolfciency of ſuch « plea, 
beceufs Neceflary Truths may be diftin- 
guiſh'd from thoſe that are x4 ſuch by 
the Nature and High Importance of 
them, by their Immediate reſpe& to the 
Author and Means of our Salvation. 
Befides, I fuppoſe this Flouriſhing 
Seribley (he knows very well why I give 
_ that particular Title ) will not de- 
hat the Ep tes contain divers Rules 
of Holy 4 ſeveral Religious Pre- 
cepts in order to the prattiſe of Godlt- 
nels 3 and that theſe are not ſo promiſcs- 
ouſly and without diftinfion mixs3 with other 
Truths but that they = _ be diſtin- 
guifh'd from them. then may we 
not expett to find Nees Dottrines of 
Faith in apes Writings as well as In- 
ſtruftions concerni the praQtiſe of Ho- 
lineſs, and the regulating of our Lives ? 
And why may we not difſti be- 
tween theſe and the Occafional Matters 
as well as berween the Others and them? 
Nay, it is certain that thoſe Neceſlary 
doQrines of Faith which were bur light- 
ly ronch'd _ in the Goſpels and the 
AFs are diftmAly and fully explain'd in 
theſe Epiſtles. The truth then is m__ 
the 
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the Gentleman was loth to go any fur- 
ther than the former: theſe latter afright- 
ed him, for he knew either by reading 
them or by hear-ſay, that there were ſe- 
veral Other Divine Truths in them, which 
have been generally pong to be Ne- 
ceſlary to be believ'd in order to making 
a man a Chriſtian ; but our Author had 
no kindaeſs for them. He commands 
his Readers not to ſtir a jot further than 
the AFs. It is not is the Epiſtles, ſaith 
he, that we are to learn what are the Fun- 
damental Articles of faith, p. 295. They 
mere written for reſolving of doubts and re- 
forming of miſtakes, ( as he ſaith in the 
{ame place) and therefore I forbid you 
to ſeek for Fundamental dotrines there, 
you will but loſe your labour, and more- 
over you will mect in theſe Writings 
with ſeveral Points which we approve 
not of, and therefore muſt not admit of, 
becauſe F auſtus Socinus hath given us a 
charge to the contrary. 

But let us hear further what this Viz- 
dicatoy ſaith to excule his rejettion of the 
DuQtrines contain'd in the Epritls, and 
his putting us of with One Article of 
Faith, What if the Author ( meaning 
himſelf) defign'd his Treatiſe, as the Title 
ſbews, chiefly for thoſe who were mot yet 
throug hly 
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throughly or firmly Chriſtians : ſing to 
wark «pon thoſe who either w belies 
or doubted of the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
.. wat p. 6. Here he comes with his 
what if's, and gives another palpable 
proof of Counterfeiting, and that in 
Religion. Now, ſeeing his Book is ſift- 
ed, and the deſign of it is laid open, he 
would make us believe that he intended 
his Piece for Atheiſts, Turks, Jews and 
Pagans, and a few Weak Chriſtians ; 
for theſe he muſt mean by thoſe that 
wholly disbelieve, and thoſe that are ot 
firmly Chriſtians. And he would bring 
in his Title to ſpeak for him, bur it faith 
not a word 1n his behalf ; for how thoſe 
that wholly diſregard and disbelieve the 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament, ( as 
Gentiles, Jews, Mahometans and all 
Atheiſts do) are like to attend to the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity as deliver'd 
in the Scripturs 15 not to be conceived, 
and therefore we look upon all this as 
mere Sham and Sophiſtry. He is put 
hard to it, and like one a drowning he 
faſtens on any thing next at hand. That 
is his caſe, as any man may perceive. 
But I ask, Why had we not a hint (one 
gentle hint at leaſt) of this in all his 
Book ? It would have been very uſeful 

to 


44 Some Late Socrman 


to the Reader to have been acquati 
with his Defign, No : he thinks other- 
wiſe, for in the ſame Page he fairh, 
Would any one blame bis Prudence if he 
mention'd only thoſe Advantages, ( viz. of 
Chriſt's Coming) which all Chriſtians 
(eſpecially Sxinman Chriff;ans ) oe 
in ? He hath ht himſelf better 
fiance he firſt publiſh'd his Notions, and 
( as the reſult of that) he now begi 
ro reſulve what he writ into Predexce, 
| know whence he had this Method 
( and *ris likely he hath taken more than 
this fromthe ſame hands) viz. from the 
Miffionary Jeſ#ites that went to preach 
the Goſpel to the people of Chins, We 
aretold rhat they inftrufted them in ſome 
mattersrelating to our Sevioer ; they let 
them know eſws was the Meſſias, 
che Perſon promiſed to be ſent into the 
World, but they conceaPFd his Swfferings 
and Death and they would not let them 
know any thing of his Paſſion and Cra- 
cifixion. 'So our Author (their humble 
Imitator ) undertakes to inftrut the 
World in Chriſtianity with an omiſſion 
of its Pripcipal Articles, and more eſpe- 
cially that of the Advantage we have by 
Chriſt's Death, which was the Prime 
thing deſign'd in his Comiog into = 
world, 
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world, This he calls Predevce : fo thac 
to hide from the people the Main Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Keligioa,to diſguiſe 
the Faith of the Goſpel, to datray Chri- 
Rianity it (elf, is according to this Ex- 
cellent Writer the Cardinal Vertue of 
Prudence, May we be deliver'd then, 
ſay I, from 4 Prudential Racovian. 

He would clear himſelf by quoting 
Rom, 14- 1. Him that it weak in the 
faith receive ye, p.-4« as if thar Text au- 
thorized him to deceive Novices and 
Weak Chriſtiansz as if becauſe they are 
Infirmy, therefore he muſt Strengthen 
them by Im upon them. Ir may 
be he will lay, Children muſt have bur 
few Leſſons given them : but I anſwery 
there is di between few and 
only One ; and there is difference between 
telling them has there is but One, and 
afterwards himing that there are More. 
For that muſt be the meaning of his 
What if he defign'd his Treatiſe chiefly for 
thoſe, &c. What if he firſt of all tells 
them that nothing is abſolutely requiſite 
to be believed but this that Jeſws is the 
Meſſias, and what if afterwards he in- 
rends to let thetn know that ſomething 
elſe is requir'd of them? And yet at the 
lame time ( fuch 1s the unaccountable 
humour 
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humour of the Gentleman ) he declares 
that Nothing more is requir'd of thern. 
Here is no bottom for any thing he ſaith. 
He contradiQts himſelf, and impoſes fal- 
fities upon mens* minds. He would in 
one place ( I remember ) fancitully pleaſe 
himſelf by thinking that af his ſons which 
T eſpie in his book are ſins of Omiſſion, p. 9. 
But if this be not one of Commiſſion ( and 
that a very Great one) it is hard to tell 
what is. He pretends a Deſign of bis 
Book which was never ſo much as 
thought of till he was ſollicited by his 
brethren to vindicate it. Butnow, / ſee 
how his Piow Fraxds proſper ) when he 
hath attempted it, they are diſpleaſed 
with the way he hath taken. And no 
wonder, becauſe they cannot but per- 
ceive that his Vindication is inconſiſtent 
with his Treatiſe, and that by theſe laſt 
Evaſionsand Collufions he hath in a great 
meaſure betray'd their Cauſe, as well as 
that of Chriſtianity. I find that they 
have only this to excuſe him that he did 
not take Time enough to conſider of 
what he Writ : but for my part, I think 
that adds to his Fault. 

Butthis Author of the New (briſftianity 
wiſely objeCts that the Apoſtle's Creed 
hath none of theſe Articlesand Dodrines 

which 
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which- I mentioned, p. 12, 13- Nor 
doth any confiderate man wonder at it, 
for the Creed is a Form of outward Pro- 
feffion which is chiefly to bz made in the 
Publick Afemblies, when Prayers are 
put up by the Church, and the Holy 
Scriptures are read. Then this Abriag- 
ment of Faith is properly uſed, or when 
there is not generally time or opportuni- 
ty to make any Enlargement. Bur we 
are not to think that it expreſly contains 
in 'it all the Neceſſary and Weighty 
Points, all the Important Doftrines of 
our Belief, it being only deſiga'd to be 
an AbſtraF, Tt is with this f reed as 'tis 
with the Commandments and the Lord's 
Prayer. If a man doth not more than/ is 
expreſly enjoyned 'in the Decalogue, he 
can't be ſaid to A# as a Chriſtian. If 
he prays for no more than is expreſly men- 
tioned in the Petitions of the forefaid 
Prayer he can't be ſaid to Pray as a Good 
Chriſtian. Soif a man believe no more 
than is in expreſs terms 1n the Apoſtle's 
Creed, his Faith will not be the Faith of 
a Chriſtian. And yer ſtill it is to be 
granted that as all things to be done and 
all things to be prayed for are reducible to 
the Ten Commandments and the Lord's 
Prayer, ſo All-matters of Faith in ſome 

manner 
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manner may be redeced to this Brief Plat- 
form of Belief. Burt when call it an 
Abſtra# or Abbreviature, it is implied 
that thereare more Truths to be kaown 
and aſſented to by a Chriſtian, in order 
to making him really fo, than what we 
meet wich here. 

And yet I muſt take leave to tell our 
Vindicator that this Creed hath more ia it 
than he and his brethren will ſubſcribe 
to. If he were not above Catecbiſms as 
well as Creeds, I might remind him of 
Our Church's | t concerning the 
Articles of this £«. What doit 
thos chiefly learn in theſe Articles of thy Be- 
lief? Anſw. Firit, I learn to believe in 
God the Father, who bad made me and all 
the world : Secondly, in God the Son, who 
hath redeemed me and «ll mankind : Third- 
ly, in God the Holy Ghoit, who [and#ifieth 
we and all the Ele People of God ? Theſe 
are killing words to a Diſciple of Sociwes, 
who acknowledges veither the God-head 
of the Son, nor of the Holy Ghoſt, nor 
the Redemption or SenGification by either. 
Yet our Church, with all the Chriſtian 
Churches in the world, owns theſe 
Truths to be contained inthe les 
Creed, And there are other Articles of 
thisSymbol ( let them palliate it as they 

pleaſe ) 
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pleaſe, ) which the Racoman Gentlemen 
are unwilling to: give cher affent ra) 
They faulter about Chriſt's Jadging the' 
quick and. the dead, they partly deny the 
Reſurrettion of the body, they. deny Life 
Everlaſting as it reſpets wicked men, 
for they hold that theſe ſhall be Annihi- 
lated, of all which I may have occaſion 
toſpeak another time. At preſent I on- 
ly rake notice of their lopping off ſeveral 
Articles from this Creed. KY 

But was it not judicioully ſai 
Writer that it » vel. far the Compilers of 
the Creed that they lrued not in my days ? 
p.12. I tell you, Friend, it was io 
poſſible uld, for the Learned 
* Uſper and + Vaſſiss and others have 
proved that that Symbol was drawn up 
dr mn Bore err woe eo 
were many years after, 
yond the extent of any man's life ; and 
therefore the Compilers of the Creed 
could not live in my days, nor could 1 
live in theirs : but I let this paſs as one 
of the blunders of our Thoughrful and 
Muſing Author. 1p” - 

E in 
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think that thoſe that made the Apoſtles 
Creed would have been cenſured by me, 
for I have vindicated and afferted their 
Articles, whereas he and his friends 
have new-modell'd the Creed, yea in- 
deed have preſented us with One Article 
inſtead of Twelve, and m order to that 
have ſunk the Epiſtles , becauſe they 
are not Sorinianized, all over Sociniani- 
zed. 

If this Gentleman had faid that the 
belief of Jeſus's being the Meſſias was one 
of the firſt and leading atts of Chriſtian 
Faith, he had faid right, and none 
would have oppoſed it. If he had ſaid 
that the knowledg of the Goſpel, and 
conſequently of the DoCttrines of it, ad- 
vanc'd at firſt by degrees, and ſhone 
brighter after our Saviour's Aſcenſion 
than before, he had ſpoken truth z but 
when he poſitively and prorily de- 
clares that neither at firſt nor afterwards 
there was any Neceflity of believing 
more than this that Jeſus is the Meſſias, 
he miſrepreſents the Goſpel-Diſpenfati- 
on, and miſtakes the nature of Chriſtia- 
anity- To ſtop here, and go no further 
is unſufterable. This is as if a Breeder »p 
of Childrea and Towth ſhould carry them 

no 
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no further than the ABC. He is 
wholly for redscing of Chriſtianity , 
whereas he ſhould have given it in its 
—_— —_—__ A eſpecially he 

not have kept back any thing of 
the Foundation. a : 


E 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Chriſtian Faith which 1hir Gentlemen 
deſcribes is of the ſame ſcantling with 
that of the Mahometans. The oy 
between the Turks and Anti-trinitari- 
ans. The Devils are capable of a higher 
degree of Faith than that which be ſaith 
makes « Chriſtian, A brief Idea of the 
Compleat Faith of « Chriſtias, The 
Danger of aſſerting that there is but 
One Article of Chriitian belief neceſſary 
to be aſſented to. This is the way 10 in- 
troduce Darkneſs and Blindneſs into 
Chriſtendom, and to promote the deſigns 
of that Church which cheriſbes Ignorance 
as the Mother of Devotion and Religion, 
How far this Writer is inſlrumental in 
it. What care be hath of mens Souls, 
and of their Salvation. It is the pra- 
Fife of Socinian Writers to curtail C hri- 
ſtianity, and to cut off as many Funda- 
mental _Articles from it as they can.This 
Writer had bis Platform from Crellius. 
He is approved of and applanded by the 
Engliſh Socinians. Three Reaſons ſ- 
fiewd wo the Socinians agree 10 main 
the Heads of Chriſtianity, and to reduce 
all into One CArticle. The Office of Ca- 

techizing 
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T is likely I ſhall further exaſperate 
this Authot when I deſire the Read- 

cr to obſerve that this La»nk Faith of his 
is in a manner no other than the Fairb of 
4 Turk, For the * Alcoran acknowledges 
thac the Spirit of Gold bore wit meſs +4Chriſt 
the Son of Mary : x Divine Soul v4; pu# 
tro him. He was the Meſſenger of the Spi- 
rit, and the Word of God. And.ih ano- 
cher place God is brought in declaring 
that be bad ſent Chrift the Son of Mary, 
&c. And in other places he is mention'd 
as a Propher, as a Great Mean, one Com- 
miſſion'd by God, and ſexe by hime into 
the world. This is. of the like import 
wirh what our good Ortomen Writer the 
Vindicaror ſaith of our Saviour, and this 
he ho'ds is the ſumt ofall thar isNeeeffary 
to be believ'd concerhing him. The M- 
honeetans call themſelves Mvſſebwes, of 
rather ( according to the true account of 
the Arabick word ) + Moflemin, i. &. Be« 
lievers ; and what difference is there be- 
E 3 tween 
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tween one of them and our Author's Be- 
liever ? The former believes that Chriſt 
is a Good Man, and not above the na- 
ture of a Man, and ſent of God to give 
Inſtructions to the world : and the Faith 
of the latter is of the very ſame ſcant- 
ling. Thus he confounds Tarky with 
Chriftendom ; and thoſe that have been 
reckon'd as Infidels are with him Chrif- 
ans, He ſeems to have conſulted the 
Mahometan Bible, which faith, * Chrift 
did not ſuffer on the croſs, did not die ; for 
he and his Allies ſpeak as meanly of theſe 
Articles as if there were no ſuch thing. 
The Alcoran often talks ( particularly 
ſce the Left Chapter of it) againſt Chriſt's 
being the Son of God by Gemeration, _ It is 
one of the Firſt > of Mahometi[me 
that there is but One God neither begetting 
mor begot. See Sulburgins's Saracenica. 
This is it which our Author drives at 
when he labours to prove the Meſſias and 
the Son of God are terms ſynonymous, as 
you ſhall hcar by and by. T his reminds 
me of that Aſhnity _—_ Correſpondence 
which hath been between the Turks and 
this Gentleman's Party. Þ Servetws con- 
ferr'd notes with the Alcoran, when he 

un- 
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undertook to fetch an Argument out of 
it to diſprove the Deity of pur. Saviour/ 
It is oblervable that thoſe Countreys of 
Exrope which border on the Swan's do- 
minions, as Hungary, Trenſilvania, &c. 
abound with Socinians and Antitriniteri-' 
«us. The inhabiranrs of theſe places ac-: 
commodate themſelves to their Potent: 
ap yn they make ſome 2 
to the Conguerer's Creed. Some of theſe 
men have -lately gor _—_ io ) 
and becauſe they and the Great Turk dil- 
believe the Trinity, therefore we muſt 
all be P: oſclyres to their opinion. They 
are making way for this by taking awa 
all the Artigles of the Chriſtian Faith: 
but One. And our late Writer is th6i 
Inftrument they make-uſe, 'of for, this 
purpoſe. This Great Mug hath given 
us a Hopeful Draught ;of Ghriftianny ;" 
and it was fit the Engliſh Reader ſhould! 
know that a art according .to him is 4 
Chriſtiar, for he makes the ſame Faith 
ſerve them both. 

Nay, in the laſt place, let us take no-- 
tice that this Gentleman preſents the 
world with a very Ill notion of Faith, 
for the very Devils are capable of all 
that Faith which he faith makes a Chri- 
ſiian man, yea of more, for we read that 

E 4 they 
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they believed Jeſus to be the Son of God, 
Mart. 8. 29. They cried out to him, Thos 
art Chriſt the Son of God, Luke 4. 41. 
which latter words in both places denore 
his Divinity, as 1 (hall ſhew afterwards. 
Bur beſides this Hi/lorical Faith ( as it is 
generally calld by Divines) which 1s 
giving credit to Evangelical Truths as 
barely reveaP'd, there muft be ſomething 
elſe added to make up the True Subſtan- 
tial Faith of a Chriſtian. Wirth the Af- 
ſent of the Underſtanding muſt be joyn'd 
the Conſent or Approbation of the Will. 
All thoſe Divine Truths which the In- 
rellet afſents to muſt be allow'd of by 
this Ele&tive er of the Soul. True 


Evangelical Faith is a hearty Accepting 
of the Meſſias as he is offr'd in the 
Goſpel. It is a ſincere and or] ner 


ſubmiſſion to all things requir'd by the 
Evangelical Law, which is contain'd in 
the Epiſtles as well as the other Writings. 
And to this Praftical Aſfent and Choice 
there mult be added likewiſe a firm Truſt 
and Reliance in the Bleſſed Author of 
our Salvation. Bat this late Undertaker, 
who attempted 1o give us a more per- 
feft account than ever was before of 
Chriſtianity as it is deliver 'd in the Scrig- 
tures, brings us no tidings of any = 
ail 
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Faith ing ro Chrif#janity, or dif- 
here aop.-r- the Seripture we, Which 
gives us to underſtand that he verily be- 
heves there is no ſuch Chriſtian Faith, 
bobg of his po prot Aos 

ally rgt, 192, &c. ) where he $ 
Þ ak of Belief and Faith, he might 
have taken occaſion co infert ane word 
about this Compleat Faith of rhe Goſpel. 

Having thus repreſented how Defe- 
Five, how Nartoy, how Erroncour, how 
Miſftaten this Unknown Writer's Chriſti- 
anity, and eſperially his Faith is; I will 
now to ſhew how Dangerow and 
Perniciows thits fort of Doftrine is. Here 
is a Contrivance ſer up for the bringing 
in of Darbneſ} and pe into the 
Chriſtiarr world. The only Neceſſary 
Point of Beticf that the Ola Tefament 
delivers, is, according to theſe Gentle- 
men, that there ir One God: and all the 
New Tefteomint affords us as matter of 
Neceflary Faith is this, chat Jeſws « the 
Meſſiar. Carry but theſe Two Articles 
along with you, and you are a True 
Chriſtian. ere is no Neceſſity at all of 
being acquainted with the Reveal'd Do- 
Arineconcerningthe Cauſe of Mankinds 
Degeneracy and Corruption, which gave 
occaſion ro the Mefias”s Coming into = 

wor 
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world. There is no Neceſhity of knows 
ing whether this Meſiagbe God or Man, 
or both : there is no Neceſſity of under- 
ſtanding whether he came ro ſuffer and 
dye in our ſtead, and to fatisfic the Di- 
vine Juſtice, and to purchaſe Salvation 
for us by his Blood : There is no Neceſ- 
ſity of believing that without Faith and 
Evangelical/Obedience we cannot have 
any Benefit by the Meſſias: There is no 
Neceſlity of being perſwaded that our 
Salvation ſprings from the mere Grace 
and Bounty of Heaven : There is no 
Neceſſity of believing the Privileges and 
Rewards ( both here and hereafter) 
which are _ entaild on Chriſtianity. 
There is but a Single Article of Belief, 
and this is a very Short one. too, wiz. 
that Jeſas is the Meſſias , and if you af 
ſent to This you are as Sound « Chriſtian 
and as Good a Believer as this Gentleman 
can make you. One would think that 
ſecing there are ſo many Branches of the 
Evangelical Faith commended to us and 
urged upon us by the Apoſtles in their 
Epiſtles ( ſome of which our Saviour 
himſclf in the Goſpel, had made meari- 
on of) one would thiak, I fay, that a 
man thar hath a True Senſe of Chriſtia- 
nity, and 1s a Lover of Souls ſhould en- 
deavour 
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deavour to diſplay before the world 
theſe Several Parts of the Chriftian Be- 
lief, and ſhould be carneſt with men to 
embrace them All, and not to omit or 
negle& any of them, ſecing they all ſo 
nearly concern their Brerlaſting Well- 
fare. But here comes (ne that makes it 
his great buſineſs to. beat men oft from 
taking notice of theſe Divine Truths, 
he repreſents them as wholly Unnecef- 
ſary to be believed, he cries down all 
Articles of Chriſtian Faith but One, He 
at this time of day, when Chriſtianity is 
ſo bright, ſtrives to darken and ecliple it ; 
he hides it from the faces of mankind, 
draws a thick Veil over it, will not fut- 
fer them to look jnro it, takes the Holy 
a'd Inſpired Epiſtles (which are as much 
the Word of God as the Goſpels ) out of 
their, way, and- tells them again and 
again that a Chriftian man or Member of 
Chriſt need not know or believe any more 
than that One Indwidual Point which 
he mentions. 

Hear O ye Heavens, and give ear O 
Earth, 4udg whether this be not the 
way to introduce Darkneſs and Jenorance 
ito Chriſtendom, whether this be nor 
blinding of mens eyes, and depriving 
them of that Elcfled Light which the 
Writings 
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Writings of the Evangeliſts and A 
ſles ſhould ni mets minds with. 
Which makes me think ſometimes ( and 
perhaps the Reader doth ſo too ) that 
this Writer and the other Confede- 
rates are Under-hand-FaQtors for that 
Communion ( though they would ſeem 
ro be much againſt it) which cries up 
Ipnor ance as the mother of Devotion and 
eligion. If they had not ſome ſuch 
Golign, ray they —_ ſo induſtri- 
y to the e in Ignorance, 
to tell chem that Ofe A Article 1s 
for them, and that there is no 
of knowing any other doQtrines of the 
Bible ? Thus by following their {aliav 
Maſter Socinws, they trade for that Coun- 
frey. And this YVindicator —— 
trafficks = viſibly for it whileſt he 
blaſteth ſo ſubſtantial a part of the New 
Teſtament as the Epiffolery Writiags are. 
Would not one be apx to fuſpett that (as 
their Rowan Maſters have done) they 
would afterwards not only keep a parr, 
but the Whole Scriprure from the peo- 
ple ? And ſo we ſhall travel to Rome by 
the way of Racovis, 

And here you may ſee now what 
his Pretences of Love to rhe bulk of 
wankind come to. See how Sincere he 
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is in taking care of the Salvation of their 
Souls, which is a thing that he more 
than once mentions, and with ſome re- 
fleQtion ( p. 9. Vindicat.) on me as if f 
diſregarded that Great Concern. But 
I hope I have in ſome meaſure faithfully 
di that part, though the Gree? 


ven and earth knows my ma- 
deficiencies and failings in it ; but 
Iam well fatisfied that this —_— In- 
ifitor cannot me witha _ 
an Great I t Work, 
which I have made the buſineſs of my 
life. But bchold how this Cenforious - 
Gentleman himſelf manifeſts his regard 
to the Salvation of peoples Souls when he 
s out their Eycs, when he ſtudies 
to nurſe them up in Ignorance and 
Blindneſs, and thereby to Ruine their 
Souls for ever. He can afford them bur 
One Article out of the Whole New Te- 
ſtament. That muſt ſuffice them now, 
and perhaps afterwards it will be 
thought roo much. 

Here, before 1 proceed any further, I 
would rake notice that the ProjeQt of the 
Neceſſity of but One Article of Chriſtian 
Belief is rhe dire&t Spawnand Produtt of 
Socinianiſm, but improved by this Au- 
thor. He that hath coaover#d with Jar 
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Unitarian Writers is ſenſible how they 
endeavour to cramp our Belief and 
Knowledg, and cut off as many Funda- 
mental Articles of Religion as they can. 
* They iafilt upon this, that the Points 
neceſſary to be known are but Few : 
they interpret thoſe places of Scripture 
which direQly ſpeak of Knowing of God, 
.e. of knowing his Nature and Attri- 
butes, and other matters in Religion 
that are to be believed, concerning a 
Prattical Kpowleds. * Socinus leads the 
way, undervaluing the former ſort of 
Knowledg, and interpreting A#s 17. 27. 
ſeeking the Lord,\ if baply they may feel f- 
ter him, and find him, concerning a Holy 
Life ; whereas the plain ſcope of the 
place will convince any unprejudiced 
man that it is ſpoken of thoſe who bein 
ignorant of God, labour to throw 0 
that Ignorance, and toattain toa Know- 
ledg of him, inorder to their right wors- 
ſhiping and ſerving him. The reſt fol- 
low this Ring-leader, and accordingly 
you may obſerve thatin their Definitions 
of Religion they ſeldom ( or never) in- 
ſert Knowledg as any part of it, but they 
wholly define it tobe a Living according 
to 
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to the Divine Precepts and Promiſes, or 
to be the Way to Eternal Life and Hap- 
pineſs. Some of them ſeem to reſtrain 
that place, John 17.3. that they might know 
thee the only'true God, &c. unto a Pratti- 
cal Knowinly, And in other particu- 
lars it might be ſhewed that chey very 
much dilparage the Do@rinal Part of 
Chriſtianity, and more eſpecially take 
care to abbreviate and cut off the Fun- 
damentals of ir. Crellizs is much for di- 
miniſhing and reducing the know 

and belief of the Articles of Faich. T 
Sacred Writers ( ſaith * he) when they 
ſpeak of that knowledg iz which Religion, or 
the way to eternal life conſifts, ſpeak not of 
that knowledg whereby any Attribute that 1s 
Eſſential to God or Chriit ;; known. Here 
is the Platform of our Gentleman's De- 
ſign, and thence let the Reader = 
whoſe part he takes. Crellius hath gi- 
ven him his Kue, and he very ſtriftly 
obſerves it : No Attribute that is Eſlen- 
tial ro God the Father ( as Father ) or 
Chriſt the Second Perſon in the Deity 
muſt come into his Creed, z. e. to be 
made a Neceſſary Article of it. And 
that the World may know that this is 
AC- 
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acceptable to the Party, one of them is 
out to vindicate this Attempt of 
ſerting up One Article, A * Proteſſed 
Socinian Writer ( and no Alien, but true 
Exgliſh Breed) undertakes it, and ap- 
plauds the Author , and. defends his 
Work: that it may publickly appear 
that this is the doftrine of the Racoviens 
or Anti-Triviteariess, and that it was not 
only to be entertained by the An 
ctewt Outlandiſh Socinians, but that 
now, when it is fully improved, it is 
vouched by the Moder» and Native 


ONes. 
But what may be the Reaſon why 


both the Exorick and Engl Unitarians 
agree to maim the Heads of Chriſtiani- 
ty, to contratt its Articles, and to re- 
duce it into fo ſinall a compaſs ? Secing 
there are cs men wy Truths 
appertaining to the Chriſtian Religion, 
why are they not all pronounced x or; 
fary to be believed and afſented to ? 
They have ſeveral reaſons for this; firſt, 
they are compell'd todo it becauſe other- 
wiſe they can't maintain that which fo 
many of them profeſs to believe, viz. 
the Salvation of all men, of whaſoever 

Per- 
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Perſwaſion -» 4 A hes is an extra- 
vagant Principle whi have taken 
up, and it is the Modiſh Opinion at this 
day ,- but if they ſhould hold that there 
is a Neceſſity of believing a conſiderable 
number of Articles in Chriſtianity, 
they could not poflibly entertain this 
Faſhionable Notion. Secondly, they cun- 
ningly keep up this Conceitof the nece(- 
fity of bur One Article, becauſe it makes 
for their own- Preſervation and Safety, 
that neither the Magiſtrate nor Eccleſi- 
aſtical Power in any Country may take 
occaſion to animadvert upon them : for 
ng ors trouble and moleſt them 
for holdi dotrines as are not of 
the Fonndation of Religion, as are of no 
Neceſlity to be believed ? This makes 
them forward to propagate their Noti- 
on. And hence alſo we ſee what is the 
reaſon of their talking ſo warmly for Li- 
berty. : This is done to Secure them- 
ſelves that though they broach never ſo 
Pernicious Opimons they may not fall 
under the laſh of the Magiſtrate. In 
brief, they would not be Puniſh'd here, 
and they think they have made ſure of 
hereafter by another Tenent of theirs. 
Thirdly, by vertue of this Expedient 
they can throw _ any Doftrine when 

they 


66 Some Late Sociman 


they pleaſe, eſpecially thoſe -=— pot 
cles of the Holy Trinity of Chriffs 
tirfattion, &c. for it is but ſaying = 
they are not oeceflary to be believed, 
( there being a Necolfity of believi = 
One ) and the buſineſs is done. 
you ſee how it is their Concern to hold 
up their One Article. 
But who ſces not that hereby 
preſs Chriſtianity, and u bo 
jure the Faith of the Goſpel? What is. the 
of Catechizing, which hath been 
ſo univerlally commended and 
by the Ancients ? There were in the 
Pcimitive Church particular perſoos that 
made it their bulineſsto inſtru and in» 
form the ignorant in a Catechetical Way : 
yea, it was a Office the 
Chriſtians of old. Saint Mark in the 
Church of _AMexandris was 2 Catechift, 
Pamtenws ſucceeded him, then Origes 
had the ſame Employment there, 
and Heracliw after him. What ! was 
this ooly to teach One Article of 
Faith 2 Who but a Sccinien can believe 
this ? Is it not enough to rob us of our 
God, by denying (Chriſt to be ſo, but 
maſt rhey ſpoil us of all the Other Arti- 
cles of Chriſtian Faith but One ? Who 
would think that the Popular Maa , 


who 
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who pretends to take ſuch care of the 
Meltitude, ſhould do them the greateſt 
Miſchief imaginable, whileſt he makes 
a ſhew of being extraordinarily kind to 
them ? for a greater Miſchief there can- 
not be than to put them off with One 
Article of Chriſtian Belicf, when there 
Many others of abſolute neceſlity. 
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This Writer's doflrine tends to Irreligion 
and Atheiſm, In what terms we my 
ſuppoſe the Atheiſts congratulate him. 
The clipping of the Articles of the Creed 
1s a prepars'ory to the diminiſbi th 
Prece pts of the Decalogue, and the Pe 
titions of the Lord's Prayer, Obj. Doth 
not the trequent mentioning of this Ar- 
ticle | Jelus is the Meſlias ] in ghe New 
Teſtament +, yea, the fole mentioning of 
it in ſome places argue that there is m 
other Article of Faith which is necel- 
ſarily to be believed but this ? Anſw. 
No : becauſe 1. the believing of Jeſus t» 
be the promiſed Meſſias was the firſt fy 
to (hriſtianity, and therefore is ſo often 
propounaed in the Evangelical Writings. 
2. Though this One Article be mentioned 
alone in ſome places, it is tobe ſuppoſed 
that other matters of Faith were at the 
ſame time propoſed, though they are ne 
recorded, 3. We muſt ſupply thoſe place 
of Scripture where this One Article is ſt 
donn alone from others which make menti- 
on of Other Neceſſary Points of Belie. 
4. The clear diſcovery of the dottrine: 
the (ofpel was gradual; and therefor 

pt 
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we muſt not think that in the Four 
Evangeliſts and Atts are ſpecified all the 
Neeeſf «ry Articles of Faith, but we muſt 
look for ſoine of them in the Epiſtolary 
Writings, when the Spirit of God had 
farther enlightned the Apoſtles and other 
Chriſtians. 


ND now, to prove yet further the 
Pernicious —_— of his Writings, 

oth any man doubt of their Tendency 
to Irreligion and Atheiſm? I charge him 
not with any ſuch thing as a formal de- 
ſigning of chis, ( No : I will not en- 
tertain ſuch a thought ) but I only take 
notice how ſerviceable his Papers and 
Opinions are to this purpole. He hath 
mightily gratifed the Athertical Rabble 
by this his Enterprize, and accordingly 
we may ſuppoſe them in ſuch Words as 
theſe ro expreb6 their great Obligations 
and Thankfulneſs to him on this occaſi- 
on; © We are beholding to this Worthy 
« Adventurer for ridding the world of {:» 
* Great an Encumbrance, wiz. that 
«* huge Maſs and unweildy Body of 
« Chriſtianity which took up ſo much 
*room. Now we {ce that it was this 
« Bulk and not that of Mantind which he 
* had an cyc to when he ſo ofren menti- 
F 3 * on. 
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* on'd this latter. This is a Phyſician 
* forour rurn indeed : we like this Chy- 
* mical Operator that doth not trouble 
© us witha parcel of Heavy Drugs of no 
* value, but contratsallintoa row Bpe: 
< rits, nay doth his buſineſs with a\Sim- 
** ole Drop. Wehave been in bondage a 
«Jong en to Creeds and Catechiſms, Sy- 
's lems and Confeſſions, we have been 
« plagued with a tedious Beadroll of Ar- 
« ticles which our Reverend Divines 
© have told us we muſt make the matter 
« of our Faith. Yea fo it is, both Con- 
* formiſts and Nonconformiſts ( though 
« diſagreeing in ſome other things ) have 
«* agreed in This to moleſt and crucike 
* us. But this Noble Writer ( wethank 
* him ) hath ſet us free, and eas'd us b 
* bringing down all the Chriſtian Faich 
*;nto One Point. We have heard ſome 
©* men talk of the Epiſto/ary Compoſuges 
** of the New Teſtament, as if Great Mat- 
«ters were contain'd in them, as if the 
* great Myſteries of Chriſtianity (as they 
*call them) were unfolded there:but we 
* could never make any thing of them; 
«* and now we find that this Writer is 
* partly of our opinion. He tells us 
* that theſe are Letters ſent «por occafion, 
* but we are not to look for our Religi- 
* on 
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« beginrenllof RetigiesJincheſe pace 
_ roca gr0x Jin theſe places. 
« We believe n,and we believe —_— 
« is no Religion bur in thoſe very 
* ters and Verſes which he hath ſet down 
* in his Treatiſe. What need we have any 
« orher part of the New Teftament ? That 
* is Bible enough, if oot too much. 
* Happy, thrice happy ſhall this Au- 
«* thor be perpetually eſteemed by us, 
* we will Chronicle him as our Friend 
« and Benefaftor. Ir is not our way to 
« Saime people : otherwiſe we would 
* certainly Camonize this Gentleman , 
* and, when oor hand is in, his pair of 
* Bookſelers for their being ſo benefici- 
* al ro the World in Publiſhing ſo Rich a 
« Treaſute. It wasa Blefſed Day when 
« this hopeful Birth ſaw the light, for 
* hereby all the Orthodox Creea-maters 
« and Syſematick Mer are ruined forever. 
« In brief, if we be for any Chriſtianity, 
«* it ſhall be _ _ , ry that 
« agrees with us (ingularly well, it be- 
* ing fo ſhort, all couch'd in four words, 
« neither more nor leſs. Ir is a very 
« fine Compendium, and we are inhi- 
* nitely obliged ro this Great Reformer 
« forit, Weareglad at heart that Chrs- 
«* {tiaxity isbrought ſo low by this Wor- 
F 4 * thy 
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* thy Pen-man, for this isa 
*thart it willdwindlcinto Nothing, What]! 
* but One Article, and that ſo Brief too ! 
« We like ſuch a Faith, and ſuch a Re- 
* ligion becaulc it is ſo near to None. 
And is not the Reader ſatisfied that 
ſuch language as this hath real Truth in 
it? Doth henot perceive that the diſcar- 
ding of all the Articles but Qne makes 
way for the caſting off that too ? And 
may we not expect that thoſe who deal 
chus with the Creed will uſe the ſame 
method in reducing the Tex (ommand- 
ments and the Lord's Prayer, abbrevia- 
tingthe former into One Precept,and the 
latrer into One Petition ? $0 that not 
only our Faith but our Practice and De- 
votion ſhall be crampt. There is as 
much reaſon to do one as the other : and 
they that have done the former will in 
time, it is no doubt, uſe the ſame diſci- 
pline towards the latter, 5. e. lop off 
ſome of the Preceprs of the Decalogue, 
and diminiſh that Form and Pattern of 
Prayer which our Saviour hath left us. 
Thus this Writer ſees how fitly his 
book of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt iani- 
ty, &c. was brought into my Diſcourſe 
bout the Cauſes and Occaſions of Atheiſm, 
which he ſeems to wonder at, p. 2+ It 


ap- 
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,-y alſo that if I geve bis book an If 
awe ( as he complains, ) it doth 
deſerve it, and that it hath not only a 
Socinian but an Atheiſtick Tang, I 
have proved (and ſhall yet further do it 
in this preſent Undertaking ) that he 
hath corrupted mens minds, depraved 
the Goſpel, and abuſed Chriſtianity. 
And is there no Atheiſm in this? To 
conclude, if after all he will ſtand to his 
tion, and aflert there is but One 
Article of Faith ( juſt one and no more, 
and it is ſure there can be no lefs ) nc- 
cellarily to be aflented to, he may 
enjoy his Confident Humour, bur it is to 
be hoped that there is nog any confidera- 
ble number of men inthe world that will 
admit of ſuch an Unaccountable Para- 
dox, and forfeit their Reaſons merely 
to pleaſe their Fancy. 
ut becauſe I defignd theſe Papers for 
the ſatisfying of the Readers Doubrs about 
any thing occurring concerning the mat- 
ter before us, and tor the eſtabliſhing of 
his wavering mind, I will here ( betore 
I paſs to the Second General Head of my 
Diſcourſe) anſwer a Qery or ObjeZion 
which ſome, and not without ſome ſhew 
of Ground, may be apt to ſtart. How 
comes it to paſs, they will ſay, that this 
Article 
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Article of Faith, viz. that Jeſus #s the 
Meſſias or Chriſt, is ſo often repeated in 
the New Teſtament ? Why is thi ſome- 
times urged without the mentioning of 
any orber Article of Belief ? Doth not 
this plainly ſhew that this is A/ that is 
requir'd to be believ'd as Neceſlary ro 
make a man a Chriſttan? May we not 
infer from the frequent and ſole repetiti- 
on of this Article 1n ſeveral places of the 
Evangeliſt and the A#: that there is no 
other Point of Faith of abſolute neceſfi- 
ty, but that this alone is ſufficient to con- 
ſtitate a man a True Member of Chriſt? 

To clear this Obje#ton, and to give a 
full and ſatisfaftory Anſwer toall doubts 
in this affair, I offer theſe enſuing Par- 
ticulars, which will lead the Reader to 
= right underſtanding of the whole 
cale. 

1. It muſt be conſider'd that the be- 
lieving of Jeſw to be the promiſed Meſ- 
fas was the firſ# ſtep to Chriſtianity z 
and therefore This rather than any other 
Article was propounded to be believ'd 
by all thoſe whom either our Saviour or 
the Apoſtles invited to itnbrace Chriſti- 
agity. If they would not, if they did 
not give credit ro This in the firſt place, 
viz. That Jeſus of Nazareth was that 

Eminent 
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Emineng and Extraordinary Perſon pro- 
— of long before, and that nw 
and Commiſhoa'd by God, there 
could be no hope that they would attend 
unto any other Propoſal relating to the 
Ns —_— This is the true rea- 
on why Article was coaſtantly 
to be believ'd by all that [o0k'd 
towards Chriſtianity, and why it is 
mention'd ſo often in the E 
Writings. It was that which made way 
for the embracing of all the other Arti- 
cles, it was the paſſage to all the reſt. But 
our Anonymous Author not thinking of 
this, but obſerving that this One Article 
was uſually required to be afſented to in 
the Goſpel-Writings, he theace incon- 
{iderately concludes that this is the Whote 
of the Chriſtian Belief, and chat there 1s 
nothing elſe to be zeceſſarily afſented to, 
to make a man a Chriſtian. Iam forry 
to ſce that a perſon of ſome Senſe can 
have fo little a feeling of the True Na- 
ture and Import of (brifienity, that he 
can harbour ſuch a thought as this, that 
all the neceſſary part of our Belict is 
ſumm'd up 1n a bare giving aſlent to this 
Propoſition, Jeſus is the Meſſiar. He 
miſtakes a part of Chriſtian Faith for 
All, and the Entrance and Begioniog 
ot 
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of it for the full Conſummation of it. 

2. It is to be remembred that though 
this One Propoſition or Article be men- 
tion'd alone in ſome places, yet there is 
reaſon to think and be perſwaded that at 
the ſame time other Matters of Faith 
were propoſed. For it is confe(s'd by all 
Intelligent and Obſerving men that the 
Hiſtory of the Scripture 1s conciſe, and 
that in relating of matter of Fat many 
paſſages are omitted by the Sacred Pen- 
men. Wherefore though but this One 
Article of belief ( becaule it is a Leading 
one, and makes way for the reſt ) be 
expreſly mention'd in ſome of the Go- 
ſpels, yer we muſt not conclude thence 
bo no other matter of Faith was re- 
quir'd to be admitted of. For things are 
briefly ſet down in the Evangelical Re- 
cords, and we muſt [oppoſe many things 
which are not in direct terms related. 
The not attending to this hath been one 
occaſion of the preſent miſtake. Hence 
it was that this Narrow-minded Writer 
ſhuts up all in the belief of Jeſ#s's being 
the Chriſt. 

3. This alſo muſt be thought of, that 
though there are Several parts and mem- 
bers of the Chriſtian Faith, yer they do 


not all occur in any Oze place of Scrip\___ 
ture. 
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ture, This is well known to thoſe that 
are converſant in the Writings of the 
New Teſtament, and therefore when 
in ſome places only Oze ſingle part of 
the Chriſtian Faith is made mention of, 
as rieceſſarily to be imbrac'd in order to 
Salvation, we muſt be careful not to take 
it alone, but to ſupply it from ſeveral 
other places, which make mention of 
other Neceſſary and Indiſpenſable Points 
of Belief. I will give the Reader a plain 
Inſtance of this, Rom. 10. 9g. If thou 
ſhalt believe in thy heart that God bath 
rais'd bim (i.e. the Lord Jeſus) from 
the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Here One 
Article of Faith, viz. the belief of Chriſt's 
Reſurreftion (becauſe it is of ſo great 
importance in Chriſtianity ) is only 
mention'd ; but all the reſt muſt be ſup- 
poſed, becauſe they are mention'd in 0- 
ther places. And conſequently, if we 
would give an impartial account of our 
Belief, we muſt conſult thoſe places : 
and they are not all together, but di- 
ſpersd here and there : wherefore we 
mult look them out, and acquaint our 
ſelves wirh the Several Particulars which 
make up our Belief, and render it entire 
and conſummate. But our haſty Author 
took another courſe, and thereby a 
cerv* 
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ceiv'd himſelf, and unhappily deceives 
others. 

4- This ( which is the Main Anſwer 
to the Objetion) muſt be born in our 
miads that —_—Y was creed by 
degyens, according to that prediQtion 

and promiſe of our Saviour, that the 
Spirit ſhould teach them all things, John 
14. 26. and that he ſbould guide them into 
«ll trsth, Joha 16. 13. vis. after his De- 
parture and A , when the Holy 
Ghoſt was to be ſent in a ſpecial manner 
to enlightea mens minds, and to diſco» 
ver to them the great Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtianity. This 15s to be Noted by us, as 
that which gives great light in the 
ſent caſe. The diſcovery of the 
Arioes of the Goſpel was Gradws, It 
was by certain that /ts 
climb'd to its heighth. We are not to 
think then that all the Neceſſary do- 
frines of the Chriſtian Religion Arn 
clearly publiſh'd to the world 1n our Sa- 
ny = but that all that were 
neceſlary for that time were publiſhed : 
but ſome which were neceſſary for the 
ſucceeding one were notthen diſcover'd,or 
at leaſt not fully. They had ordinarily ao 
bcliefbeforeChrift'sDeerh andReſarredion 
of choſe Subſtantial Articles, #.e. that he 
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ſhoulddie and rife again :bus we read in 
the As andinthe Epics that theſe wera 
Formal Articles of Faith afterwards, and 
are ever (ice to campleat the 
Chriſtian Belief, $0 as ro othen Great 
Veritics, the Goſpel increaſed by de- 

, and was not Perfeft at once. 
Which furniſhes us with a reaſon wh 
moſt of the Choiceſt and Sublime 
Truths of Chriſtianity are to be mer 
with in the EpiiFles of the Apoſtles, 
they being ſuch doArines as were not 
clearly diicover'd and open'd in the Go- 
ſpelr and the AF. 

Thus I have, I conceive, amply fa- 
risfied the ing ObjeFion , and I 
hope the Reader is convinc'd of the 
True Grounds why we muſt not ex- 
pe&t all Neceſlary Points of Chriſtiani- 
ty io the Writings of the four Evan- 
geliſts. If our preſent Writer had 
thought of this, and had diſtinguiſh'd 
of T :;mes, he had not formed ſuch an 
Ill Notion of Chriſtianity as we find he 
hath done. But it is not ooly upon 
Miſtzke that this Author proceeds : his 
fault is much worſe. It is too appar 
rent that by this Abbreviating of Chri- 
ſtiazity, and by his voluntary negleQting 
what the FpiFolary Writings de —_ 
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_ exclude thoſe Fundamental 
ines which have been owned as 
ſuch in the Church of Chriſt. So 
much for the Firft General Head which 


I propounded to inſiſt upon. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The next General Charge ag ain## hits it, 


the the Texts of Scriptore Which re- 
fpeit the Hoty Twinity are diſre- 
garded by him, or mterprered after 
the Anti-Trinitarian Mode. This i 
proved from plain In/tences. The latter 
more eſpecially is evidemced from his in- 

—_— Meſlias aud the Soy of 
God vo be the very Jane us #0 ſipnificati- 
vn, «nd that no more is denoted by one 
term then by the orher. The Weakeſt 
of tht Socitian Arguing on 1his vereffion 
fely lard oyen > and the Texts wheve 


the Pather : op hehunſr mgm 
Property as be is the Second Perſon im 
the Saered Trinity x and conſeqiinth 


they ave wot ſynonymous verms, The 
Gentleman would wind in two Learned 


Prefaves, but rs -——_ proves inef- 
fe# ual. 
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fetusl. He is given to Shuffling. He 
abuſes Scriptare by quoting i. 


'Y pext Charge againſt this Gentle» 
prure which refpt2 the Holy Trim 
Scri which y TiI- 
ty were cither diſregarded by ham, or 
were interpreted by him after the Ants- 
trinitarian Mode. And this he is fo far 
from denying, that he openly avows it, 
Vindic. p. 22, 23. By which he hath 
made it clear that he eſpoulcs that do- 
arine of the Socinians, When I had of- 
fer'd thoſe two plain Texts, Mas. 28. 19. 
Jobs 1. 1. to prove the doftrine of the 
Bleſſed Trinity, he takes no care to give 
any Reſolution about them, though he 
was abſolutely oblig'd to do it, becauſe 
thoſe Texts are not in the Epsſtles, but 
in the Goſpels, out of which. latter he 
ith he made his ColleZion of Articles, 
bur he ſhould rather have ſaid. ( and that 
with Truth ) qut of which be drew 
One Article. Nay, which is more 
{trange, though he particularly menti- 
ons, f- 9. my taking notice of his omit- 
ting theſe Texts in his Treatiſe, nay 
though he ſcts them down at large in his 
Vindication, yet he hath the confidence 
to run preſcatly to another thing, and 
he 
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was wholly careleſs of his Credit, and 
did not care how he ated? And this ves 
ry thing doth moreover ſhew that this 
Author (let him what he will ) 
is as greata deſpiſcr of the Goſpels (when 
any thing in them doth nor ſerve his 
turn) as he is of the Epiſtles. This will 
perpetually ftick upon him, and he will 
never be able to wipe it off. It ever he 
accounts for this, he muſt at the ſame 
time make an acknowledgment of his 
crazy memory, - and of ſomething 
worle. 

Again, as it is evident that he rejeQs 
the Doftrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, fo 
more eſpecially and particularly he 
waves that of the Deity of our Saviour. 
Which appears from this that he juſtifies 
the Charge againſt him, vis. that he 
made theſe terms [ the Meffis ] and [| the 
Son of God } the very ſame as to Signif- 
cation, p. 23. Vindic. Which is the ve- 
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deſigns to exclude thoſe Fundamental 
Dofrines which have been owned as 
ſuch in the Church of Chriſt. So 
much for the Firſt General Head which 


I propounded to inſiſt upon. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The mext General Charge ag ain# him 61, 


thee the Texts of Scriptore which re- 
ſpett the Hory Txixity are diſre- 
garded by him, or mterprered after 
the Anti- Trinitarian Mode. This #s 
proved from plain Inſtances. The letter 
more eſpecially is evidemeed from his in- 
ferpretivng the Metlias and the Son of 
God vm be the wery ſame as 40 ſionificati- 
on, «and that no more is denoted by one 
term than by the other. The Weak 
of tht 'Socinian Arrwing on this ocrafion 
fuly laid open : and the Texts where 
rermy ave mentvonel plainly cleared. 

A Text prodnced and arged that cornfutes 
the vain furmmſes of the Racovians about 
thoſe expreſſions, und that redxces them to 
a7 wnavoideble Abſurdity. The Meſli- 
as is a Tith of Chriſt's Office : The 
Son of God is the Tithe of bes Diviaty. 
The former is fonndetl-on his Miſſion from 
the Father : The latter on bis Prenbiar 
Property as he is the Second Perſon im 
the Smered Trinity + and conſequently 
they are mot ſynonymons verms, The 
Gentleman would wind in two Learned 
Prelaves, but his attempt proves inef- 
G feZual 
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feTual. He is given to Shuffling. He 
abuſes Scripture by quoting tt. 


M* wext Charge againſt this Gentle- 
man wasthis, that thoſe Texts of 
Scripture which reſ{peCt the Holy Trins- ' 
ty were either diſregarded by him, or 
were interpreted by him after the Ants- 
trinitarian Mode. And this he is fo far 
from denying, that he openly avows it, 
Vindic. p. 22, 23. By which he hath 
made it clear that he eſpoulſes that do- 
&rine of the Socinians, When I had of- 
fer'd thoſe two plain Texts, Mas. 28. 19. 
John 1. 1. to prove the doftrine of the 
Bleſſed Trinity, he takes no care to give 
any Reſolution about them, though he 
was abſolutely oblig'd to do it, becauſe 
thoſe Texts are not in the Epiſtles, but 
in the Goſpels, out of which latter he 
ith he made his ColleFion of Articles, 
but he ſhould rather have ſaid. ( and that 
with Truth ) out of which be drew 
One Article. Nay, which is more 
{trange, though he particularly menti- 
ons, p- 9. my taking notice of his omit- 
ting theſe Texts in his Treatiſe, nay 
though he ſ{cts them down at large in his 
Vindication, yet he hath the confidence 
to run preſcatly to another thing, and 
he 
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he ſhifts it off by one. impertinent mar-« 
ter or other, and faith not one {yllable 
with reference to thoſe Famous Texts 
which are ſuch remarkable teſtimonies 
to the dottrine of the Trinity, Who 
could do this but a Socinianiz'd Writer ? 
And who could do this but a man that 
was wholly careleſs of his Credit, and 
did not care how he ated? And this ve- 
ry thing doth moreover ſhew that this 


' Author Clet him nw what he will ) 
C 


is as greata deſpiſcr of the Goſpels (when 
any thing in them doth nor ſerve his 
turn) as he is of the Epiſtles. This will 
perpetually ftick upon him,- and he will 
never be able to wipe it off. It ever he 
accounts for this, he muſt at the ſame 
time make an acknowledgment of his 
crazy memory, and of ſomething 
worle, 

Again, as it is evident that he rejefts 
the Doftrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, fo 
more eſpecially and particularly he 
waves that of the Deity of our Saviour. 
Which appears from this that he juſtifies 
the Charge againſt him, viz. that he 
made theſe terms [ the Meſſrs ] and [| the 
Son of God } the very ſame as to Signih- 
cation, p. 23. Vindic. Which is the ve- 
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feTual. He is given to Shuffling. He 
abuſes Scripture by quoting it. 


M* wext Charge againſt this Gentle- 
man wasthis, that thoſe Texts of 


Scripture which reſpeCt the Holy Trini- 
ty were either diſregarded by him, or 
were interpreted by him after the Ants- 
trinitarian Mode. And this he is ſo far 
from denying, that he openly avows it, 
Vindic. p. 22, 23. By which he hath 
made it clear that he cſpoules that do- 
qrine of the Socinians, When I had of- 
fer'd thoſe two plain Texts, Max. 28. 19, 
John 1. 1. to prove the doftrine of the 
Bleſſed Trinity, he takes no care to give 
any Reſolution about them, though he 
was abſolutely oblig'd to do it, becauſe 
thoſe Texts are not in the Epsſfes, but 
in the Goſpels, out of which latter he 
faith he made his ColleFion of Articles, 
but he ſhould rather have ſaid. ( and that 
with 1ruth ) out of which be drew 
One Article. Nay, which is more 
{trange, though he particularly menti- 
ons, p- 9. my taking notice of his omit- 
ting thele Texts in his Treatiſe, nay 
though he ſcts them down at large in his 
Vinaicaiton, yet he hath the confdence 
to run preſently to another thing, and 
he 
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he ſhifts it off by one. impertinent mar-+ 
ter or other, and faith not one {ſyllable 
with reference to thoſe Famous Texts 
which are ſuch remarkable teſtimonies 
to the dottrine of the Trinity. Who 
could do this but a Socinieniz'd Writer ? 
And who could do this but a man that 
was wholly careleſs of his Credit, and 
did not care how he ated? And this ve- 
ry thing doth moreover ſhew that this 
' Author Clet him pretend what he will ) 
is as greata deſpiſcr of the Goſpels (when 
any thing in them doth nor ſerve his 
turn) as he is of the Epiſtles, This will 
perpetually ſtick upon him, and he will 
never be able to wipe it off. It ever he 
accounts for this, he muſt at the ſame 
time make an acknowledgment of his 
crazy memory, and of ſomething 
worle, 

Again, as it is evident that he rejeQts 
the Doftrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, fo 
more eſpecially and particularly he 
waves that of the Deity of our Saviour. 
Which appears from this that he juſtifies 
the Charge againſt him, vis. that he 
made theſe terms [ the Meſſss ] and [| the 
Son of God } the very fame as to Signih- 
cation, p. 23. Vindic. Which is the ve- 
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ry thing that * Sl;chring:#s and other Re 
covians inſiſt upon, and raake a great 
ſtir abour. And herein they write afrer | 
+ their Maſter, who largely purſues this 
Argument ( for ſo he reckons it to be, ) | 
viz. that there is no difterence berween 
the Name Chri# or Meſas and that 
other the Son of Cod, He alledges the | 
very ſame Text that our Virdicator doth, 
and ſome others. He argues from Marr. 
16. 16. compared with Luk. 9. 20. Thos | 
art Chyilt the Son of the Irving God, ſich 
the former place : Thos art the Chri#t of 
God, faith the latter : therefore Chrif# 
and the Son of God are not only the ſame 
perſon, but theſe two expreſſions ſigni- 
fie the very ſame thing and no more. 
What a weak and pitiful Conſequence is 
this? For it is grounded on this abſurd 
bottom, namely, that when any of the 
Evangeliſts (peak about the ſame matter, 
if one of them adds ſome words, yea, 
ſ»me material Paſlages which are not in 
the other, theſe muſt be reckoned to be 
the very ſame with what the other ſaid, 
though they were utterly omitted by 
him. Then we may argue thus, St. 
Matthew ſaith, Chriit began to preach , 
and 


* Cont. Meiſner. de Trin. + Socin. cont. Wiek. 
cap. 5. 
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and to ſay, Repent, Mat. 4. 17. St. Mark 
laith, He preach'd the Goſpel, ſaying, Re , 
pent ye, and belivve the Goſpel, Muk 
I. 14, 15. therefore Repenting and Be- 
lieving are the ſame, and there is no dit- 
terence between them. Would not a 
Man be hooted at for ſuch Arguing as 
this? Yet this is the very Realoning of 
our Racovian, and of this late Proſelyte 
of theirs. In one Evangeliſt he ſaith, our 
Saviour is called Chrif, in another the 
Sow of God, therefore the denominations 
of the Sox of God and Chri# are identifi- 
ed. Again, they endeavour to prove it 
from comparing Mat. 26.53. Mark 14. 
61. with Lok. 22.679. In the former 
places *tis related that the High Prieſt 
asked our Saviour whether he was rhe 
Son of God, the Son of the Bleſſed : in the 
latter, whether he was the Chrift. 
Whence they roundly conclude that 
thoſe Names Chriſt and the Son of Godare 
ſynonymous. Bur they do this withour 
any ſhew of reaſon, becauſe they cannot 
( as * Slichtingius himſelf conteiles ) fim- 
ply from an Omiſſion infer the i-{entiry 
of the things which are expreſicd and 
which are lefr out, vis in the Writings 
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of the Evangeliſt : and — 
their Arguing 1s vain and groundlels, 
' The plain and fatisfatory Anſwer to it 
is this, thatSt. Luke (guided by the Holy 
Ghoſt in giving the Narrative of what 
was done relating to our Lord ) omitted 
the particular words which the other 
Evangeliſts have : and this is uſual 
with all the Evangeliſts at one time or 
other. But a man can't infer thence 
that the words and expreſſions which are 
uſed by them are of the ſame import and 
ſignification. After this rate, when [ 
read that Chrii# fell upon bis face, Mat. 
26. 239. and that he fell on the ground, 
Mark 1 4.35.and that he fell on bid\knees for 
ſo'tis in the Greek)L#4.2 2.41.1 may con- 
cludethat face andground and knees are the 
very ſame thing,and one of them ſignifies 
no more than the other. 'This is the wild 
Logick of theſe men. Can there be a 
more extravagant way of talking than 
this ? Eſpecially if we remember what 
Pretences to Reaſon and Good Senſe 
thele men make above the reſt of man- 
kind. There are other Texts quoted b 
our Author to prove that there is no dif- 
terence between CLrift and tbe Son of God 
as to the fignification of the words, but 
they may caſily be anſwered from what 
I 


Opimons Confuted. 87 
I have faid concerning the interpretation 
of the foregoing Texts. 

There is one place (to name no more) 
which confutes all the foreſaid ſurmiſes 
of the Socinians about the identity of 
thoſe Terms : it is that famous Conteſſi- 
on of Faith which the Ethiopian Enunach 
made when Philip told him that he 
might be baptized if he believed; As 
8. 37. 1 believe, ſaith he, that Feſws 
Chrift « the Son of God. This without 
doubt was ſaid according to that appre- 
henſion which he had of Chri# from 
Philip's inſtrufting him, for it is ſaid he 
preached unto him Jeſus, v.'35, He had 
acquainted him that Jeſus was the Chriſt, 
the Anointed of God, andallothat he was 
the Son of God, which includes in it that 
he was God, And accordingly this No- 
ble Proſelyte gives this account of his 
Faith, in order to his being baptiz'd, in 
order to his being admitted a Member 
of Chriſt's Church, 1 believe that Jeſws is 
the Son of God, or you may read it aC- 
cording tothe Greek, I believe the Son of 
God to be Jeſus Chriſt. Where there are 
theſe two diſtin&t Propoſitions, 1. That 
Teſs is the Chriſt,the Meſfias,2. That heis 
not only the Meſſias, but the Son of God, 
If you do not own theſe two Propoſiti- 
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ons included in his words, you muſt fay 
that the Exnuch ( though inſtrutted by 
Philip ) ſpoke Non-fenle, tor 4 fo be 
Chrift and to be the Son of God are of the 
ſame fignifhication, then his words found 
thus, I believe that Feſws Chriſt is Chriſt, 
I believe the Meſtas ts the Meſſrer. This 
abſolutely follows from the foreſaid No- 
tion, that the Meſfiarand the Sow of God are 
ſyoony mous. So then here is an Abſurd 
Tautology inſtead of a Sober Confeſſion 
of Faith from this Eminent Convert : 
and Philzp accepts of it as a good and 
right profeſſion of his Belief. This you 
muſt granc,or clic you muſt acknowledg 
that the Mefiias and Sow of God are not of 
the ſame Gignification, but are diſtintly 
attributed to Jeſar. Theſe words will 
force youto acknowledg this, for in fay- 
ing he believes Chri#t to be the Son of God, 
or that the Son of Gad is Chriſt, he lets us 
know that thele two, viz. to be the Me/- 
ſeas and to be the San of God are different 
things ( though chey meet in the ſame 
Perſon )and conſequently that in all thoſe 
places ( which are very many ) where 
the Son of God is added to the Meſſier, we 
muſt underttand it as an addition to the 
Senle : whereas according to this Wri- 
ter and bus Complices theſe two are = 
el 
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tified : and conſequently here is a Nox« 
ſenſicsl Reiteration 10 the words, for they 
amount to no more than this, I believe 
Jeſus Chriſt to be Chriſt. This is that 
Abſurdity which they are reduced to. 
But yet I will ſubjzoyn this, that we 
are oot unwilliag to grant that our Savi- 
aur is fometimescall'd the San of God be- 
caule of bis * Miraculous Conception, 
alſo becauſe of the Dignity of his + Miſ- 
fion, and {ometimes becauſe of his || Re- 
ſucretion. But then we ſay that theſe 
do not exclude another, and higher cauſe 
of this Appellation, viz. his ** Eternal 
Filiatiov : he was begotten from Eter- 
nity of the ſubſtance of the Pather by an 
ineff-ble Generation. If then we will 
ſpeak of theſe tu oDenominations diftin&-. 
ly and properly, we muſt ſay thar one is 
the Name of his Oface, the other of his 
Divinity, and conſequently that Chri# 
and the Son of God are not expreſſions of 
the ſame laticude and import. And how 
indeed can they be ? For they have dif- 
ferent foundations, the one hath its riſe 
from the Divine Miſhon, viz. that of 
the Father, who ſent and anointed him 


ro 
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to be a Saviour : the other is grounded 
in the ſingular and peculiar Property of 
the Second Perſon in the Sacred Trinity, 
and ſo is the Name of hisPerſon. Where- 
fore it is molt irrationally and abſurdly 
done of our Late Convert, in a fond Imi- 
tation of his Brethren, to confound theſe 
two which are really Diſtint. I men- 
tion'd this as a proot of his being a Soccr- 
nian, and he lets it remain a Proof, 
and ſo doI. But here I would only ob- 
ſerve that he and they proceed in a Pre- 
poſterows manner when they tell us that 
Chriſt iscalled the Son of God, becauſe of 
his Ofhce and its Dignity, whereas it is 
evident that he had the Office aad Digni- 
ty, becauſe he was the Son of God, and 
becauſe none could perform the Office 
but he that was ſo. He was not God ( a 
Met aphorical God, as the Socinians ſome- 
times make him ) becauſe he was (briſt 
or the Meſſzas : but he was the Meſſias 
becauſe he was God, even the True God. 
He was the Chriſt of God becauſe he was 
the Son of God: And this Filiation, in 
its ſtriteſt and propercſt ſenſe, implies 
his Divine Nature, and his Coeſlentialicy 
with the Father. 
He would here wind in ( p.23.) the 
late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, as if he 
under- 


ul 
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underſtood the foregoing Terms as the 
Socinians do. But his words that are 
cited do not neceſlarily import any ſuch 
thing, for NVathanae! might own our Savi- 
our to be the Meffias, and call him the 
Son of God, and yet it doth not follow 
thence that the ſignification of both theſe 
Appellations is the ſame, or that the 
Archbiſhop thought ſo. And he would 
make uſe of the Authority of an Other 
Prelate, now living, of extraordinary 
Worth and Learning, who ſpeaking on- 
ly in a general way repreſents theſe rwo 
as the ſame thing, viz. that Jeſ#s is the 
Chriſt, and that Jeſ#s is the Son of God, 
becauſe theſe expreſſions are applicd to 
the ſame Perſon, and becauſe they are 
both comprehended in one general Name, 
viz. Jeſus, Yet it doth not follow 
thence but that if we will ſpeak ſtril 

and cloſely we mult be forced to confeſs 
that they are of different ſignifications ; 
for we have difterent Ideas and notions 
of them, the one being the Name of our 
Saviour's Office, the other of his Perſon 
and Eternal Filiation. But our Gentle- 
man adheres to his good Patrons and 
Friends the Racovians, and pronounces 
them the very ſame. And we may, for 


this as well as other reaſons, pronounce 
him 
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him che ſame with thole Gentlemen, 
Which you may perccive he is very ap- 
prehenſive of, and thinks that this will 
be reckon'd a good Evidence of his being 
what he denied himſelf tro be before. 
The Point is gaind, \aith he, and 1 am 
openly a Soezwien, p. 23. He never utter- 
ed truer words 1a his life, and they are 
theConſutation of all his Pretences to the 
contrary. This Truth, which unwari- 
ly dropt from his pen, confirms what I 
have laid to his charge, that he did 
read the foreſaid Texts with Socinies 
Speftacles, that he- interpreted them 
aiter the Racovien Mode, that he pal- 
ſed by Other Texts, yea, the Whole 
Epiſtles themſelves, becauſe he was (en- 
ſible how many Illuſtrious Artteſtations 
ro the doctrine of the ever to be Adored 
Trinity are contained in them. 

It is true, he tells us that he never read 
the Soctnian Writers, p. 22. but weknow 
his Shufling 1s ſuch that there is no de- 
pending on his word. But ſuppoſe he 
did not read thole Anthors, yer he doth 
not deny that he hath Conversd with 
ſomeot them, and hath heard their No- 
tions and Arguments : and this indeed 
he iotimates to us when he lets us know 
that the generality of Divines he wore con- 
verſes 
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verſes with are not Racovians , p. 22. 
which intimates that there are ſome Par- 
ticular Divines he leſs converſes with that 
arevf another way. What ſhall we ſay? 
The Gentleman 1s a Racovian, and yer 
pretends he doth not know it. So we 
maſt number him among the Ipnoremus- 
Socinians ( as they tell us in their late Pa- 
pers of Ignoremss Triniterians) which is 
one ſort of thoſe folks it ſeems. 

I will only further take notice here of 
what was truly ſaid, before he was aware, 
that it was -« dull work with him to quete 
Scriprave, p. 25. He hath ſufficicotly con- 
vinced the world, in his numerous Quo. 
rtarions of Scripture, that ir was fo. He 
might have added, ir is 2 diabolieal work, 
for in quoting Scriprure after rhar rate 
which he is guilty of, he doth bur follow 
his Pattern in Mat. 4.6. His handling of 

, and making thar uſe of it 
which he doth, is at! Abuſing of it. Such 
treating of theHolyBook is deſecratiog it; 
and whileſt he talks Scripture, he pro- 
phanes it. $o that « Socinian begins to 
mend when he lexves thirwork off, ( p. 25.) 
in yg of whar he did before. 
So mach for the Second Charge. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 


The lait General Charge againit him is, that 
when he profeſledly enumerates the 
ADVANTAGES of our Saviour's Com- 
ing, he hath not one {ſyllable of his 
SATISFYING for us. Hence it is ratio- 
nally inferr'd that he favours Racovia- 
niſm. He endeavours ts evade this by 
pretending that in other places he uſes ſuch 
terms 4s import Satisfaftion. Herein he 
is refuted. His Diſſimulation diſcover- 
ed. Ewen whileſt he proclaims himſelf a 
Socinian, he labowrs to diſguiſe it, Which 
argues his Weakneſs and Infincerity. 
His Book is unworthy of the ſpectous Ti- 
tle which he prefixes toit, The Author's 
Concluſion of the foregoing debates. 


Nother Proof, or rather Demon- 
ſtration of our Author's being a 
Diſciple of Socinws is this, that when he 
mentions the Advantages and Benefits of 
Chriſt"s Coming into the world, he hath not 
one ſyllable of his Satisfying for as, or by his 
Death purchaſing life and ſalvation, or any 
thing that ym. like it. He makes no- 
thing of the force of this Evidence , 
wherefore it will be proper now to ſet it 
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before the Reader in its true and native 
gat, He that was giving an Account 
of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, and 
was more particularly making it his 6«ſi- 
neſs ro ſhew for what Exd and Purpoſe 
Chriſt appear'd in the fleſb, and to let 
his Readers know what Good and Adves- 
tage were brought to them by the Meſſias, 
he (1 ſay) when he was about this work, 
and Deſignedly undertook it in this part of 
his book, was obliged to declare that one 
great Advantage of the Meſiars Coming 
was to take away our fins by Expiating 
them, that one Main End of his Coming 
was- to make Satisfattion for us, and 
thereby to purchaſe life and glory. But 
this New Convert hath not any thing 
that ſounds like it in this place, where 
he profeſſedly took upon him to acquaint 
us what are the Advantages which accrue 
to us by the Meas. Though he hath the 
confidence to ſtruggle with many other 


| parts of the Charges againſt him, yet here 


| 
| 
ul 
| 


ſubmits, and grants (p. 5. Yin. ) he 
hath no ſuch thing in the place where the 
Advantages of Chriſt's Coming are pur- 
poſely treated of. And it by his own 
acknowledgment he hath no ſuch thing 
when he: reckons up the Advantages and 
Bleſſings of Chrilt's appearing 10 = 
WwWorid, 
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world, then every intelligent man knows 
what Inference ro make, viz. that this 
Author was of opinion that Chriſt came 
not ro Satisfe for us, and to purchaſe life 


for us by vertue of his Death, which is | 


one of the Grand Points of Sorinieni[ſm. 


The force of this Inference is unavoid- | 


able, and it wall attack our Adverſary, 


be he never fo cunning at Evaſions, he he | 
never {o clofely intrench'd in his Equrro- | 


cations. For where ſhould we expett 
this to be mention'd, if it be not exprefly 
taken notice of 1n that part or divifion 
of his Treatiſe where he Purpokely fets 
forth the Benefits of the Meſſias's Arrival? 
If he doth not make expreſs mention of 
& here, it is either becauſe he forgor it, 
(buthe owns no ſuch thing)or becauſe he 
was carelels (but he doth not think him- 


ſelf, whatever others do,xo be ſuch a Wrt | 


ter)or becauſe he wilfully left *r out, and 
this 1 deed rs the true Reaſon: for all the 
world catmot but ſee { notwithſtanding 
his Shifts ) chat his Subjet engag'd him 
to reckon This in the namber of the Be. 
nefits accruing by the Coming of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, if he had thought it to be one. 
When he was enumeraring of thoſe, this 
could not poſſibly have beeo omitted, 
becauſe by all Writers that are not Sort- 

nians 
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naians this is always put into the Cata- 
logue of thoſe Bleilings which we ſhare 
in by the Undertakings of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour. Hence it appears how imperti- 
nent and ridiculous that is, {t was not in 


: the place he ( meaning me ) would have itin, 
| . 5. He ſhould have faid, itis not ia the 
! place where every one might reaſonably 


have look'd for it, it was not in the place 


| where his matter neceſlarily oblig'd him 


to inſert it, fo that he was both faithleſs 
to his Subje(t,and falſe ro the True Cauſ-: 
in brief,it wasnot in that place where, ithe 
had not been a Pupil of Socznwr, it would 


+ certainly have been found:for no man bur 


ſuch a one did ever defignedly undertake 
the Enumeration of thole Benefirs which 
we are partakers of by our Lord's Com- 
ing,and yer omit at the ſamerime his Re- 
deeming and Purchaſing us by his Blood. 
He pretends indeed, p. 5. that in an 
other place of his book he mentions 
Chriſt's reſtoring all mankind from the late 
of death, and reſtoring them to life, and 
is laying down his life for an other, as 
our Saviour profeſſes he did. Theſe few 
words this Vindicator hath pick'd upin his 
book ſince he wrote it. "This is a//thro? 
his whole Treatiſe that he hath drope 


concerning that Advantage of Chriſt's 
H In- 
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Incarnation which I was ſpeaking of : 
and they are general terms too, and ſuch 
as every Racovian will ſubſcribe to ; for 
they arenot backward to own that Chriſt 
ſome way or other ( but not That before 
ſpecified ) reſtored »s to life, and they can- 
not gainſay the expreſs words of Chriſt 
concerning his laying down his life for his 
ſheep, Jobn 10. 15. but it is well known 
that(notwithſtanding this)they deny the 
Satisfattion of Chriſt, and his purchaſing 
life and falvation byvertue of his Meri- 
torious Paſſion and Death. There is not a» 
ny thing that ſovn4s like this in that part of 
his Diſcourſe where he peculiarly made 
it his employment and task to ler the Rea- 
der know what Advantages we reap by 
ourSaviours aſſuming our humane nature. 

But he deridingly cries out What will 


become of me, that I have not mentiond 


SATISFACTION ? p. 6, I will tell you, 
Sir, (ſeeing you would know ) what 
will become of you ; you will ever here- 
after be reckon'd by all underſtanding 
men an Egregious Whiffler, or in plain- 
terms a Notorious Diſſembler. For the 
caſe ſtands thus, (and I doubt not but 
the Reader will perfeQly agree with me 
in it ) you believe Chriſt's Satisfetion, 
or you do not : if you believe there is 

ſuch 
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ſuch a rhing, and this was one of the 
Advantages we have by Chriſt's Coming, 
then you were falſcand treacherous in o- 
mirtting ir: it you believe it nor, you are as 
falſe and hypocritical in vouching your 
ſelf to be no Socinian, ſecing this 15 one 
known Badg of a perſon of that Character, 
Let him rake which of theſeways he will, 
he forfeirs his Truth and Integrity. Was it 
not enough to make ule of the Chie? Soct 
mian Arguments, and to expound Textsin 
the Racovian way, and to leave out plain 
and dirett places even in the very Goſpels 
that aſſert | ws Holy Trinity, and moreover 
to throw off all the Famous Teſtimonies 
to this doftrine in the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, 
and to balk the Sat:sfaFion of Chriſt for 
us even when he was purpolcly telling 
the Reader what arethe Advantages which 
flow tous from Chriſt's Coming ? Was it 
not enough, Iſay,todoallthis/which loud- 
ly proclaims him aSoe/nien)but muſt he al- 
ſo hold the world in hand that heis none ? 
Can this Writer himſelf conſider this, 
ang not bluſh? Who doth not wonder at 
his Weakneſs, that he ſhould manifeſtly 
take the part of theſe Gentlemen and 
yet endeavour to per{wade us that he is 
not of their number ? Burt who doth not 


wonder more at his In/iacerity, that he 
H 2 {hould 
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ſhould aCt thus ? Muſt not this then be 
his Laſting CharaQter that he hath in his 
Writings demonſtated himſelf ro be nor 
only a Socinian, but a Falſe hearted one ? 
There are other Paſlages in his book 
which I might produce to confirm this 
CharaCtcr of him, but thoſe may be ta- 
ken notice of at another time, At pre- 
ſent let it ſufhce that I have ſhew'd that 
he hath not ſaid one word in his /izd:- 
cation that clears him of this impuration. 
And as for his book it ſelf of the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of Chriſtianity, let it ſuffice to ſay 
that though there have been many Trea- 
tiſes conccrning that Subje, yer none 
ever could imagine that this which he 
ofters could poitibly be brought under 
that Title. He ſaith ſome body is good 
at Conjetturing, but it a man had the 
beſt faculty in the world that way, it 
were impoſhble to gueſs and ſurmiſe that 
ſuch a 1 itle ſhould be prefix'd thoſe Pa- 
pers whichare an Unreaſonable and Falſe 
Repreſcntation of Chriſtianity, a Lame 
and Shatter*d Account of the Principles 
of the Goſpel, and, in ſhort, a kind of 
Libel againſt the New Teſtament. Fi- | 
nally, let it ſuffice that I have demon- 
ſtrated to the Reader that this Gentleman 
acts a Part in what he writes ; by which 
he 
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he hath gained this, that he muſt neverbe 
believed for the future.He that is ſuch an 
Under-hand dealer can't be truſted: there 
is no heed to be given to what he faith, 

Thus | thought my ſelf obliged to ſet 
before the Reader the ſtate of the Caſe 
between this Gentleman and my ſelf, 
and to give an impartial *account of our 
Sentiments. I am fatished in my Un- 
dertaking, for ( whatever my defeQs in 
it otherwiſe be ) I'm ſure I have aimed 
aright, at the vindicating the Glory ofthe 
Great Majeſty of heaven and earth. I 
have faithfully aflerted our Holy Religi- 
on, and the Divinity of the Bleſſed Au- 
thor and Founder of it- I have maintain- 
ed the Authority and Honour of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. To the purſuing of which 
Glorious Deſigns I ſhall dedicate my 
whole life : and I hope from what I have 
written, and ſhall hereafter write, the 
World will bear me witneſs that I do fo. 


CHAP. VIIL 

The Gentleman inſinuates that the Author 
would repreſent every one 4s an Atheiſt 
that thinks not as be doth. This Calum- 
ny is baffled. He laughs at Orthodoxy, 
and cries down Syſtems and Creeds. 
This Indifferent Writer blames the Au- 
H 3 thor 
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thor for his Zeal, Is angry with him for 
penetrating into his Thoughts and Inten- 
tions. The Party inure themſelves to 
Sophiſtry, and yet make « ſhew of Sims 
plicity and Plainneſs. The Gentleman's 
Uneven Temper obſerv'd., What 5s 
meant by a known Wrater of the bro- 
therhood. He is himſelf of an other 
Fraternity. Though he pretends to be 
Grave, he Scoffs and Jeers. He cannot 
be brought to confeſs himſef to be « Re-+ 
trainer to Socinianitm, though he bath gi- 
wen ſuch evident proofs of his being one. 
The Author ſhuts up all with ſeaſonable 
Advice to him, giving him ſome account 
of the Freedom which he hath uſed to- 
wards himin the preceding Diſcourſe. 


Aving now diſpatch d my Main 
Buſineſs, and found the Bill a» 

gainit the Criminal, not by Inneends's 
bur by Plain Expreſs Proof, I am at lei- 
ſure to account with him for ſome Other 
Pailages in his Vindication. He infinuates 
that I would repreſent every one as an 
Atkeiſt,or a Promoter of Atheiſm that doth 
not think as I do, doth not juſt ſay after 
me, p.1,2, Whichis a groundleſs Ca- 
lumny, and might be contuted from that 
Freedom which I profeſſed, p. 77. even 
in 


in that Diſcourſe which he excepts a- 
gainſt, I have always been averſe to 
Bigotsſm, I never ſhew'd my felt a Dog- 
matizer, but always declar'd for an In- 
genuous Liberty, ſuch as doth not auda- 
cioully encroach upon the Neceſſary and 
Fundamental Points of our Religion. 
Therefore this Vixdicator's wilful miltak- 
iog of what I ſaid, thereby co repreſent 
me as extremely Cenlorious and Uncha- 
ritable, looks like Spleen, But I need 
lay no more than this, that the Reader 
is convinc'd (I queſtion not ) from what 
hath been premiled that this Writer will 
lay any thing that comes into his head, 
This ſcems to be natural to him every 
where : and hecan be no more without 
it than a Spaniard withour his Guittar. 

To be Orthodox is a great Scandal, it 
ſeems, and he often objefts it to me : 
which, as the Learned know, was the 
very language and idiom of the Arrians 
of old, and of that fort of men who are 
fince known by the name of Soctnians. 
He ſpeaks in the very Stile of the O/d An+ 
titrinitariens ; though it may be he will 
ſay he doth not know it. He publickly 
prides himſelf in his Heterodoxy, and 
hates even with a deadly hatred all Cate- 


chiſans and Confeſſions, all Syſtems and Mo- 
 H 4 dels, 
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dels, p.8. Helaughs atOrs » £173 
20. and derides Myſteries, which are in- 
fallible marks of 'a Racovien Brother, 
And O how he grins at the Spirit of Creed- 
making ! p. 18. Viadic. the very thoughts 
of which do ſo haunt him, ſoplague and 
torment him that he cannot reſt till it 
be conjured down. And here, by the 
way, n—_ have mention'd his ran- 
cour again(t Syſtematic books and writings, 
I might repreſeat che Miſery that is com- 
ing upon all Bookſellers it this Gentleman 
and his Correſpondents go on ſucceſsful- 
ly. Here is an effeftual Plot to under- 
mine Stationers Hall ; for all Syſtems and 
Bodies of Divinity , Philoſophy, &c. 
muſt be caſhicrd : whatever looks like 
Sy/tem muſt not be bought or ſold. This 
will fall heavy on the Geatlemen of St. 
Paul's (hurch-yard, and other places. 
This Author often finds fault with me 
for m » Þ- 5,18, 37. Ir is likely he 
hath heard that when the Goſpel was 
heretofore read in the Churches in Poland 
( before it was Socinianized,) it was uſu» 
al to draw their Swords, to ſhew that 
they would defend it againſt all rhat op- 
poled it. 1 do but draw my Pen in de- 
tence of the Goſpel, yea and the Epiſtles, 
and I am center's ns a Zealot you 
An 
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And it is not ſtrange, for he muſt needs 
declare againſt Zea«/ that is Indifferent. 
Beſides, according to this Judicious Ca- 
ſuiſt there is but One Point of Chriſtiani- 
ty that a man can be zealous for, if he 
would. Queen May's Martyrs fooliſh- 
ly threw away their lives, for neither 
Boxner nor any of their Perſecutors did ſo 
much as deſire chem to renounce this 
Article Jeſus is the Meſſias : and as for all 
the reſt, this Gentleman tells us thar 
they are not neceſſarily to be believd, and 
conſequently nor to beacknowledg'd and 
profeſs'd ; and then who will ſhew any 
Zeal for them, eſpecially ſuch as will 
carry a man into the Flames ? 

He often talks of mvy being in his boſom, 
and knowing his heart and thoughts, p. 14, 
Is, 24. ( which by che by is more than 
his Brethren will allow God himſelf ro 
know, for Free At: being uncertain they 
can't be certainly underſtood by God ( as the 
Gentleman whom 1 ſhall ſpeak a word 
with anon tells us.) This fort of Talk 
argues that he is much troubled that I 
have penetrated into his Thoughts, and 
have ikovered to the world what his 
Intention and Deſign is. And yet he in- 
timates alſo by this way of ſpeaking that 
itisan Impoſlible thing rodochis How 
im- 
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impoſſible then is it for himſelf ro know 
his beart ? for this is a certain Maxim, 
It is the Puniſhment of a Dilſembler to 
deccive himſclt, for his endeavouring to 
do fo toothers. I wiſh this Writer would 
conſider of it, and learn tor the tuture to 
be free, open and fair, and then others 
(as well as himſelf )would have a window 
ico his breaſt, and ſee that which they 
arc ſorry they find no appearance of now, 
AndI with this were not roo common 

a faulc of the Party, at lealt of many of 
them. They inure themſelves ro So- 
philtry, Cunning, and Artifice, when 
they cicher interpret Texts, or Argue in 
favour of their Darling Opinions. They 
then too palpably impoſe upon other 
mens minds, as well as upon their own, 
And yet at the ſametime they pretend to 
great Simplicity and honeſt dealing, 
Thus you find them applaudine them- 
ſelves in their late Prints : * the VUnitari- 
ans ( lay they of themſelves) are plain 
fellows, and have Countrey Conſciencts, and 
do not like juggling, You Gentlemen of 
the City, look to it : theſe Unitarians, 
theſe Socinians have a very bad opinion 
of you, for here they would have it be- 
liev'd that City-Conſciences are falſe and 
Per. 

*The Trinitarian Scheme of Religion, page 21. © 
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fidious, deceitful and jugg]i It is 
- courſe Com Gy 
which theſe Plain Fellows put 
upon you. It is not the firſt time they 
have ſtruck at you : Lozdon muſt be dil- 
ciplin'd by Racovis. And the YVindicator 
is one of fra Plain Fellows, tor as he 
hath ſhew'd himſelf an Unitarian, fo he 
makes it appear that he bath a C 
Conſcience in the {cnſe that theſe men ul- 
timately mean it in, vis. a knack of 
Cheating in a Ruſtical plain way, as 
when he pretends tomake a Religion for 
the Rabble, an Exfie Plain Religion, a 
Creed with One Article, andno more; pre- 
tending thereby ro gratiic them, but un- 
der hand fuberting Chrjan 
Nor have I yet with him. 1 find 
him tobe a Man of a very Uneven Tem- 
r : ſometimes he is very Low and 
hining, and will be erking pardon, and 
deſiring me,&C at other times he is Im 
rious and Magiſterial,and requires me, - 
Sometimes he talks very demure) 
about being i earneſt, p. g. being eriows 
and grave, p. 24, 25. and in a Pedantick 
Humour he undertakes to cenſure and 
corre& my Stile, p. 24, But this fit of 
Gravity doth not laſt long 3 he every 
where ſhews himſelf Light and F _— 
ro- 
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lronical and Abuſive as far as he is able, 
and nibbles at Wit according to his mean 
Talent. He inveighs forſooth againſt 
Declamatory Rhetorick, Wit and Jeſt, &%c. 
p. 24. Vindic. and yet at the ſame time 
is Wantonand Frolick,Starting any thing 
to ſport himſelf with. In that very place 
before mention'd where he ſcems to put 
—— he RY ot the 
Merry time of R ng f. 
Plays, at which — —_ ood in to bw 
of yore. It is likely he had been a little 
before conduſting ſome of his Young 
Brood to Bartholomew Fair, and thence 
this precious idea came into his head, 
Without doubt he thought he was not 
a little Ingeniousin that waggiſh expreſ- 
ſion, p. 6. « Known Writer the brother 
hood : which is meant of the Brethren 
of the Clergy who have writ againſt the 
Socinian Cauſe, the ſame with the Popu- 
lar Anthorities and Frightful Names which 
he ſpeaks of, p. 23. The profeſſed Di- 
vines of England you muſt know are but 
a pitiful ſort of folks with this _—_ Ra- 
covien Rabbi, He tells us plainly that he 


's not mindful of what the Generality of 
0 


Divines declare for, p. 22. He labours 
A to engratiate himſclf with 
the Mob, the Multitade ( which he fo of- 
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ten talks of ) that he hath no regard to 
theſe. The generality of the R are 
more conliderable with him than the gene- 
rality of Divines, the Writers of the bro- 
therhbood, Though truly a Wiſe Man 
that hears any one judg thus, will think 
he deſerves as well to be rewarded with 
a — of the largeſt ſize as he did 
who judg'd on Pan's fide againſt Apolo. 
But there is more yet in this term of 6ro- 
therhood than this, for here it is implied 
( and his thoughts may be ſuppos'd to 
be upon it when he wrote ) that he him- 
ſelf is a Writer of an Other Fraternity ; 
and truly this Stile is very proper, for the 
men of that Party ( as 'tis well known) 
have labour'd to fignalize themſelves (in 
the Writings that they have publi{h'd ) 
by the Title of Brethren. It is agreed 
then 3 we will for the future take him 
for a Polonian Brother. And I ask the 
Reader whether this Brother be not of 
kin to the Order of Friers in Italy who 
were calld Fratres Ionorantie, wiz. be- 
cauſe, they profeſſed to teach the people 
aslittle as poſiibly they could, as ſuppoſe 
One Article of Religion, and no more. 

I might proceed further, and ſhew 
that this Author, as Demure and Grave 
as he would ſometimes ſeem to be, can 
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ſcoff at the Matters of Faith contain'd in 
the Apoſtles Epiſtles, p. 18.1. 4. &r. 
To coakſe the Moab he prophanely brings 
in that place of Scripture, Have any of 
the Rulers believ'd in him? p. 33. Ridicu- 
louſly and Irreligioufly be pretends that 
I prefer what Rus to me to what 12 offer'd 
to we from the Word of Godjp.25. What is 
there that thisGentleman willnot turn in- 
to Ridicule or Falfity ? What is there 
that he will not take hold of to be Spor- 
tive and Gameſlome ? We may further 
{ce how Counterteit his Gravity 1s whilſt 
he condemns frothy and light diſcourſes, 
p.26.Vindic.and yer in many pages toge- 
ther molt irreverently treats a great part 
of the Apoſtolica/ Writings, and throws 
alide the Main Articles of Religion as 
unneceſlary. From all which it 1s clear 
that he contradiQts and oppoſes himſelf. 
Whence by the by we may gather that 
when he ſaith he is »o Socinian, we muſt 
take his meaning to be that he 5 0ne, for 
he is made up of Contradiftions.I obſer- 
ved before that the D:ſſenting Miniſters 
confeſs « to him (if you will believe * him) 
that they underſtood not the difference in de» 
bate among them : but this Gentleman 
can't be brought to confeſ7 any thing, he 

will 


* Reaſonableneſs of Chriftianity, p. 303. 
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will not own that he is « Writer of the 
brotherhood. No: there is ſome great 
Reaſon ( if it may be call'd fo) for this, 
that he would not be thought to be of 
S$ozzg's fide : though the Marks and To- 
kens are ſo plain that he may be appre- 
hended wi a Hue and Crie. 

Come, Good Sir, do not at a part 
any longer : They have been defirous to 
put you upon ſervice, and you were as 
willing to be employ'd in it : but now 
at laſt Confeſs it. Appear no more in 
Maſquerade : away with this Mumme- 

, and ſhew your ſelf what you are. 

ou have let the world ſee ( and fo far 
weare beholding to you) that Socinian is 
a Reproachtul 'Title ; chat any one may 
gather from your being ſo backward to 
own it. You would gever have taken 
ſo much pains to ſhift off this Character 
if it were not a very Scandalous One. 
Throw off your Vizour then, and ſpeak 
out like a Man. Be free and ingenuous, 
and difſemblenot with Heaven as well as 
Men. TI have, Sir, been very free with 
you, which you may impute ro your not 
being ſo with your ſelf. You know the 
Rulc among the Men of Art, The Hears 
is known by the Pulſe. I have made bold 
to uſurp upon the Faculty, I have been 

tcel- 
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feeling your Pulſe, and I have found that 
it ſtrongly bears after the Racovian tone; 
This I have told you with ſome plaineſs, 
and you are obliged to me for repreſent- 
ing you to your ſelf. .I know you did 
not expeft an Aſſault, for it was your 
ſelf ( however you apply it to me ) that 
was thought to be one of * the moſt Pri- 
vileaged ſort of men. But, Sir, in the Reign 
of Truth ProteFions are not of any ule. 
It is a laudable way ſometimes to fight 
the Enemy in his Trenches. There are 
ſome Criminals that muſt be ſnatch'd 
from the horns of the Altar, eſpecially 
when oy injure the Altar it ſelf, when 
they abuſe that which is Holy, and tram- 
ple upon our Sacred Faith and Religion. 
To conclude, I have ſaid nothing our 
of prejudice or diſguſt, much leſs out of 
bitterneſs and ill will, for I am in Entire 
Charity with you, and the more ſo be- 
cauſe I have ſpoken ſo freely. If you com- 
plain now ( as youdid before) that you 
are hardly dealt with, 1 have only this to 
fay, A Plain Down-right Adverſary 
might perhaps have met with another 
uſage, but ſuch a Stubbora Diſſembler 

could not expeCt fairer quarter. 
A 
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Brief REPLY 


To Another 


SOCINITAN Writer, 


Whoſe Cavils bear this Title, 


[ The Exceptions of Mr. Edwards 
in his Cauſes of Atheiſm againſt 
the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſhamty, 
&c. Examind. ] 
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Brief REPLY 


To another 


SOCINTAN Author, 


RE came lately to my hand 
this Writer*s Sheets in the true 
Ratovian Print : but I having 


been ſo large upon the Vindica- 
tor, this Do#dle-Column'd Gentleman, who 
pretendsto'be an Exammator, cannot ex« 
I ſhould ſpend much time about 

im. Inthe firſt place we are tooblerve 
thar he moſt humbly and reverennally 
dedex aves' is Papers to the New Patron 
of the Canſe, and takes upon him rhe 
Defence of ks he —_- in his Ree 
[onableneſs i/tianity. Hehighly ap» 
plauds him for his being ſo ſerviceable 
to the Socinian and Antiuriniterian Intes 
reſt. And it is ag of his Panegyrick 
that he bath provided for the quiet 
and Jar 8in'f hem _ of the bone 
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multitude, p. 3. That is, he hath not trou- 
bled and moleſted them { as ſome have 
done with propounding Several Articles 
of Cliriftian Belicf ) but hath told them 
that Ore is enough for them, and bids 
them reſt contented with that, like good 
honeſt Ignorant Souls. Thus he bath 
provided ( but how happily let the Rea- 
der judg ) for their quiet and ſatisfattion, 
But though the Examinator heaps great 
Commendations on the Yindicator, yet 
he profeſles it ( you'll believe him, you 
may ) that he knows him not, p 4 Only 
at a venture he takes his part, he now 
being become one of the Brotherhood, and 
may prove a very Subſtantial Tool and 
Engine in the great Work they are now 
about, viz. the ſubverting of our Savi- 
our's Divinity, the laying aſide the Apo 
ftolical Epiſtles, the ſhutting out the Ne- 
ceſſary Matters of Faith contain'd in them, 
and the ſetting up and idolizing of Oe 
Article, with dehance of all the reſt as 
any ways Neceſlary to be believ'd. This 
is the New DIAN A that is ſet up by 
our Epheſians, eſpecially by their late De- 
merino. 
Then he hath a fling at my Bookſellers, 
. $. whereia he follows the ſteps of the 
indicator, p. 37. And inthis and other 
things 
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things! they jump, which diſcovers their 
ce, though he had but juſt 

befor id he knew him nor. And {o this 
ves us an account of ' the truth of what 
gf Vindicator ſaid, that he knew not that 
the Socinians imterpreted ſuch and ſuch Texts 
after ſuch « manner. "This is ſaid to im- 
_s upon the world, and make them be- 
ieve that he and the Racovians have not 
been Confederates. Bur he contures this 
in another place, where he owns that he 
hath particular knowledg of rhatGeorle- 
man, and knew the circumſtances of his 
Life, p. 13. Col. 2. tor he could not fay 
of him that be overcame the prejudices of 
Edvcation unleſs he had vl; acquainted 
with his Education and mannecr of life. 
And if this is the Gentleman of no ordinary 
aus from mers he faith he hath 
ſeen a Letter, &c. AY Here ſtill you 
ſee is Juggling an fleight of hand, .to- 
it is natural and proper it ſeems to the 
_ And further to ſhew their Con- 
w—__ Notes together, it might be 
erv'd that both agree to ſay that what 

P — was writ in heft and in a fr, 
Examin. p. 5. Vindicat. p. 19. And let 
it be fo, if will, for thence it will 
appear that a man need not rake up 
much time to confure either the V:adice- 
tor or this Gentleman. I 3 Bur 
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But what is this that he hath to lay of 
my Bookſellers? Some great matter withe 


out doubt. ran airy ra 
tions againſt that Treatiſe, that Jo the ſal 
of his ow Tra# might be the mare pramoted, 
p- 5-, The Reader may gueſs from this 
what is their own Trade 3 they and they 
Boakſellers joyptly club to cheat the 
poor bulk of mankind. That is their 
pratice we way learn from their ſaſtning 
it upon others. Any man may ſee that 
the Rationali# went ſnips with bis Pater- 
Nofter-Meaghey fully underſtood one an- 
other, as appears from their not denying 
him to be the Author of the Rea/onable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, &c. all the time « 
was in the Preſs : but when they ſay 
the ich 3 was oot WORgAng to 
er peQtations , racy , Io 
y up the Gentlemans Credit, be- 
n to difown: him to be the Author. 
'his was done by the two Shrine- 
men that before cried aloud for Diang. 
Now then, I think it appeazs at laſt that 
theſe people ME CLIO beholdiag to 
my Bookſellers jf they did agy {uch thing 
as they ſurmiſe, for by this means the 
falc of their Book was promated. 
After the Baokſe/lers, 1 muſt þe taken 
to taskby the Reverend Erenians hp 
| ving 


Opinions C onfuted. 119 
baving flutter'd a little about the forms/ 
ain} Het 
nr 5 i/tianity (whi 

no Creature that hath once read it will 
once doubt of ) he fixes on this ( p.5. ) 
as the Vindicator's true ſenile, yea bns own 
words, that all that was to be believed for 
Dm the or to make 4 man 4 Chriſtian, 


him that did already believe in, and wor- 

ip one True God, maker of heaven and 
earth, was no more than this Single Propoſi- 
tion, that Jeſus of Nazareth was the Chriit 
or - This man makes a Milc- 
rable Entrance to his work, for though 
he ſaith theſe are the Viadicator's words 
( for thus he brings them in, Ir is true he 
ſaith) yet no maa alive can fiad them ia 
his book : and he knew this himſelf, elſc 
he would have ſet down the page, as we 
find him Paging it afterwards. What 
ſhall we lay thea to ſuch men as theſe 
who will vouch any thing ? They caa 
be truſted with ao book, no gat with 
one of their own Tribe, far we ſee here 
that this Writer's tile is, he ſaith, and 
yet this Expreſs Sqxizg no where gccurs 
ia the book he refers r9. And here by 
the way, .we may obſerve the bold Parn- 
ality of this Writer ; he ( as well as the 
Vindicator , þ. 33.) would charge ame 
I 4 with 
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with not quoting the formal words which 
are in the Res/mablemef; of Chriſtianity, 
whileſt he is not ſeoſible of his plain miſ* 
quoting the ſame Author. Yet here we 
may obſerve this, that it is but a Single 
Propoſition ( and no more ) which is to 
be believ'd, to make a man a Chriſtian, 
This is the ſenſe ofthe Vindicator's friend, 
thus he underſtands him; and fo indeed 
every one muſt, and yet it may be re- 
meinbred that the Vindicator himſelf 
would evade this, and pretends that he 
means more than a Single Propoſition or 
Article. | 
Now next let us ſee how this Exami- 
mator licks over the Vindicator's Article, 
and tells us that the belief of Jeſss's being 
the Meſſias comprehends and implies ſeveral 
other things, p.z. Here he ſweats to bring 
oft his Brother handſomly and with credit 
by letting us know that his Bold Aſſerti- 
on which runs through his whole book is 
to be qualified after this manner, 1. 4 /y- 
nonymous expreſſions, &c. and fo he ſets 
them down one, two and three. ButI 
ask him this Queſtion ( and let the Rea- 
der be pleas'd to obſerve the iſſue of it ) 
Why did not the Gentleman himſelfmake 
uſe of theſe £ualifications when he venfed 
the Propofition, and infiſted upon It - 
the 
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the bulk of his book, yea why did: he 
not mention theſe Qualifications in his 
Anſwer to my Exceptions againſt his 
book ? He knew what he had aſſerted, 
and he defends ( as well he can) his 
dong os but you will find in no part of 
his Vindication that he betakes himſelf to 
theſe Evaſions, though he bath enough 
of Others of a different fort. How then 
come you, Mr. Examinator, to invent 
theſe things for him ? Ds you not here- 
by proclaim to the world that you will 
pur off the Reader with any idle and 
groundleſs Conceit of your own ? 

Whea he repeats my words, p. 6, 7. 
whereinl took notice of the Gentleman's 
willful omitting of plain and obvious paſſa- 
ges in the Evangeliſts ( out of whoſe Wri- 
tings he had drawn a Whole Article ) 
which contain the belief of the Holy Trinity, 
he ſaith not a word to excule his Omiſfion, 
but by his filence ( for he would have 
ſpoken without doubt if he had had any 
thing to ſay in his Friends defence ) he 
ownsit'to be wilful and blameable. On- 
ly he comes with the Trite and Common 
Anſwer ofthe Party tothoſe Texts 3 bur 
before he enters upon the Second of 
them, viz. John 1. 1. he declares there 
is noſuch Text in the whole Bible, p. 9. He 
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ſaid rightly that he was bold to ſay it, for a 
man ſhall ſcarcely hear a more Augaci- 
ous word, though *tis true he cndea- 
vours to mollifie it with an ef. 

As to what he ſaith about my taking 
notice of the Geatleman's ſlighting the 
Epiſtolary Writings, T have fully aniwer- 
cd it in the foregoing Papers, and there- 
fore ſhall add no more here. 

He praceeds next to thoſe Socinan Au- 
thors, whole undue Notions concerning 
(God Tglanc'd upon.” The Author of the Cox» 
ſider atz0ns,&C.in reply to the Right Reve- 
rend Biſhop who had from the notion of 
God's Eternity inferr'd that he was Self-ex- 
iſtent or from hinzſelf, hath theſe words, 
What makes him (viz.the Biſhop) ſay, God 
muſt be from himſelf, or ſelf-origenated? for 
then he muſt be before he was, which this 
Writer concludes to be a Contradittion. 
Therefore he would make this Concluſi- 
on that God's Self-exiſkence is a Contra- 
dition. IT know it will be pretended 
thar this is the Conſequence only of the 
Piſhops Notion of Ezerxsty, but it isplain 
that that Writer makes ule of this Argu- 
Ing to ſhake the belief of the Erernity and 
Self: Cons of the Allmighty, and 
that will appear from what he further 
adds 1n way of Exception to what that 

4 Reve- 
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Reverend Perſon faith afterwards con- 
cernivg God's Eternity, This Exemi- 
ade talks wy 29pm of [or reg 
bur doth anc rTewanhr 097, oy mag 1 If I bave 

apfiderer, ler him write 
Plainer iv cmmperth time. 

As tothe Exanineor”s queſtion, How 
the Second and Third Perſons can be Self- 
exaftent? I anſwer, They are Sclf-cxi- 
Rene as they are <renoally from the Self- 
fame Deizy, Though according to the 
Nicene Creed Chriſt be God of God, yer 
that doth not infring bis Self- Exiſtence, 
becauſe thaſe wards are not af 
the Eſſence of Chrilt which is camman 
to him with his Father, but of his Per/o- 
zality. He being the lame with the & 
ther as to the former bath his Enxiencs 
of bimſclf; bur differing fram the Fa- 
ther as to the latter, hes rightly ſaid to 
be from bwrm, or af him as he is the. Secand 
Perſon io the Trinity. This is cally rc 
cangiled with what be faich ao cher Bj 
ſhop aſlerts, if this Unitarian hath got;a 
mind to quarrel. 


oh n othe o ED Paragraph bc is gquic nog- 
nag Foe Saciawan Ay- 

vm Kage x ial pf Gads farckpep- 
tag, futare Cont +. and\cat at- 
Nebemee af'Gad, v hich 
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is an inſeparable Attribute of the Deity z 
and he having nothing to reply to t 
purpoſe, firſt tells us he is not concern'd is 
it, p.18, whereas every one knows that 
he bi one of the Party is concern'd. 
Secondly, afſoon as he had as it were re- 
nounced the Socinian dodrine by ſaying 
he was not Concern'din it, he preſently 
owns it for Truth, as thoſe words im- 
port, p. 18.---- to deny his foreknowledg of 
the certainty of that which is not certain,&c. 
which is as much as to ſay that thereare 
ſome _ that are Uncertain and 
therefore Unknowable, and theſe God 
can have no knowledg of. And yet 
thirdly, he would ſeem to hint that z# #s 
« diſhonowr able thing to God ( thoſe are his 
words ) that he Id not have a fore- 
ſight of theſe things. Thus Confuſed is 
our Author, which ſhews he isnot fit to 
be an Examiner of other mens Writings, 
when he can't write Conſiſtently himſelf, 
bur in three or four lines hath as many 
Blunders. 

In the next words and what follows 
he perfeQtly gives up the Cauſe, p. 18, 
for I had laid this to the charge of the 
Racovians that they denied the Immenſity 
or Omnipreſence of God, which is a Pro» 
perty or PerfeCtion never to be _ 

rom 
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from the Deity ; whereupon he tamel 
acknowledges that Cre/zws and the re 
of the Fraternity are of this perſwaſion. 
Oaly, becauſe the Gentleman muſt be 
wagging his tongue, he gives us a ſcrap 
out of a Latin Poet, and juſt names a 
Greek Father, who never Kid any thing 
to that matter,and ſo we are rid of them. 
But he comes on again, and goes off 
aſſoon, for he barely mentions the Spirs- 
tuality of God, which I had aſſerted to be 
another Divine Excellency : and it is 
ſuch an Attribute of God that we can't 
conceive of him without it, and therefore 
it is made the ſhort and comprehenſive 
Definition of him that he « « Spirit, Jobx 
4. 24. In my Diſcourſe which this Ex- 
aminator calls in queſtion I took notice 
that the Socinians denied this Property of 
the Deity, which I juſtly rax'd as an 
Atheiſtick Tang : and I think it was a 
mild term, for it is a Rank Sign of a great 
tendency to Atheiſm to deny that God is 
a Spirit, 4.e. an Immaterial Incorporeal 
Being. But our preſent Author reſolves 
himſelf into the opinion of thoſe mode# 
Divines ( who by their Bluſhing can be 
no other than Socinws's Scholars ) who 
determine nothing about the Point; 
which is as much as to ſay, he and my 
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deny ir. Bat you mult know they are 
now a little upon their Credir : this 
Gentleman ( who ſpeaks in the name of 
the reſt ) had before given up the Im- 
"menſity and Ommniſcience of God, and 
therefore ir is high time now to be 

the Reſerve, and to pauſe a little, that 
the world may not fee that they rejet 
All choſe Properties of the Deity which 
I mention'd. But notwithſtanding this 
cunning prattice of theirs, the world 
may ſee, yea, it cannot bur plainly fee 
that they deny every one of theſe Divioe 
Attributes more or leſs, and this partt- 
cularly which I mention'd laſt, wiz. 
that God & « Spirit properly ſo call'd. 
For whereas I quoted Socinws and Crellize 
( rheir Grand Patriots ) to prove this de- 
nial, this Writer takes no notice of my 
doing ſo, which lets us fee that the opi- 
nion of thoſe Great Maſters is humbly 
ſubmitted to by all rhe reſt. 

So now T hope rhe Reader is convinc'd' 
that I was not Unju# to the Socintians, 
that I did not highly injure them (as they 
have cried out ) when I charg'd rhem 
with Atheiſm or a Strong Tendenty to it 
im ſome Points. I rtax'd them with de- 
nying theſe four Attributes, the Se/f-Ex- 
i/tence, the Omniſcienee, the Omnipotence, 

the 
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the Spiritazlity of God, and lo! this pro- 
Son of Sor ( who was choſen 

out with great deliberationandjudgment 
without doubr from the reft of his bre- 
thren to undertake rhe Cauſe, to biure 
what I had alledg'd againſt chem, and 
who queſtionlefs hath faid all thar he 
could 1n the Calc ) lo ! I ſay, this pro» 
fefled and known Writer of the Brotherhood 
confirms and'ratifies what I have laid ro 
their charge. For he produces the words 
out of their own Author which [ referr'd 
to, whence it appears that he had a mind 
to diſtorr ms op Reverend Biſhop of 
Worceſter's s, and to _ againſt 
the Se/f-Exiſtence of God, This Exams- 
#ator without any more ado rejefts the 
Second and third Attributes, and by his 
bogpling at the fourth we know whar 
muſt be the fate of that. Thus he and 
his fellow-Criminals being conſcious to 
the truth and Juſtice of the Charge; con- 
fefs themſelves Guilty. They are fo far 
fromclearing themſelves of the Impura- 
tron and Enditement that they Aggra- 
vate it., I leave the Reader to give the 
Sentence. They deſerve a Seyere one at 
ts tiands, but I defire him to be Mer- 
cifuk for the fake of our Lord Jesus 
Cnx1sT, who forgave and pray'd for 
| his 


128 Some Late Sociman 


his greateſt Oppoſers. May the All- 
Merciful God forgive them, and enligh- 
ten their minds, that they may be con- 
vinc'd of their Errors, and heartily re- 
nounce them. The Lord give them Re- 
pentance ts the acknowledging of the truth, 
that they may recover themſelves out of the 
ſnare of the devil. 

Then he runs to their Common Place, 
which hath help'd to fill up their pa 
many a time, and he thinks he doth 

tfeats. But he only epitomizes Crel- 
Tons de Ono Deo Pare, = offers a great 
many Texts which have been anſwered s 
-_ times, as he ( but untruly ) faith 
on another occaſion, p. 8. This takes 
up 18 or 19 whole Pages : and why ? 
Becauſe this coſts him nothing, he bor 
rows itall Cand he might have borrow'd 
a great deal more) from the ſame Au- 
thor. Herehecan afford to be very long 
and large, but when he undertakes the 
Examination of what I had particularly 
objeed againſt the Socinians, he is like 
the dog at Nilus, he is preſeatly gone : 
he is not furniſh'd with any Anſwer that 
he daresinfiſt upon, or truſt to. 

Next, I will obſerve to the Reader 
that this Author meddles not with my 
Argument which Idrew from their own 


pro- 
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ms Principle, viz. that nothing is 
to be believed but what i exaitly adjuſted t9 
Reaſon, and thence prov'd that upon 
the ſame account that they reje& the do- 
arine of the Holy Trinity they may like- 
wile quit the belief of a Deity. This [ 
enlarg'd upon in ſeven pages together, 
it being Cas I then conceiv'd, and am 
more conftirm'd in it fince ) an Unanſwer- 
able Proof of what I laid to their Charge. 
He only grazes on it a little, p. 129. but 
wheels oft preſently, and fixes upon that 
ſubje& before mentioned, God's Unity, 
becauſe he knew where to have e- 
nough of it, bur did not know how 
to take off the force of that Argu- 
ment which I propounded aud infifted 

upon. 
In the next place he will turn Critick, 
and ſee whether he can thrive in thisem- 
loyment, ſeeing he hath fo ill ſucceſs in 
is former attempts, His nice palate 
diſguſts the word birth, as applyed to 
Adam, p. 38. bur thereby he only ſhews 
his want of skill in the Denotation of 
wor ds. Heis ſo poor a Dabbler in Gram- 
mer and Critici/z that he knows not that 
by the Hebrew jalad, and the Greek 
xn& and wwazx, and the Latin #aſci, and 
accordingly our Engliſh ( ro be born ] = 
K g- 
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ſignified in a general way the Origin,Riſe, 
or Beginning of things or perſons, and 
conſequently Birth or Nativity is not to 
be taken always in the Vulgar Senſe. 
He might have read in Genethliack Wri- 
ters that the word is applied even to Cs- 
ties and Houſes, But Chnnd not go ſo 
far to defend the Expreſſion. The uſe 
of it, and that in the very way that I 
have applied it, is to be found in Scrip- 
ture : Jo thou the firſt man that was born? 
Job 15.7. Or we may read it, if we 
pleaſe, more exaQtly according to the 
Original, Art thouborn as the firſt man, or 
Adam, i.e. ( as the Context will ſhew 
it ) art thou as underſtanding as the 
man that was ff born , viz, as our 
Firſt Parent Adam? By reaſon of this 
birth Adam 1s call'd the ſon of God, Lak. 
3- 38. Whence the Socinians would ga- 
ther that Chriſt hath that name upon the 
like account, becauſe of his Extraordina- 
ry Origimal, becauſe of his Miraculous 
Birth. "Thus we have found that this 
Gentleman is ignorant of the true mean- 
ing of words in Commos Authors, that he 
doth not know the acception of them in 
Holy Scripture, nay that he doth not 
know what his own Authors ſay, which 
evinces him ro be triply a Blunderer, = 

fiat 
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that he deſerves no more to be call'd ari 
Examinator. 

Then hethinks he doth mighty things, 
p. 39. by quoting Limborch a very Learn 
ed Foreigner (a Syftem-maker , for he 
bath won ro a Large Syſtem of Divini- 
ty, though he gives it another Name ; 
and why then doth this Gentleman talk 
ſo reproachfully of Syſtems ? p. 44. &c. ) 
but this his Author is a Setond Epiſcopins 5 
and therefore it was wiſely doneto bring 
him in to tell vs what are the Foandamen- 
tals of Religion. 

Bur it was more cunningly done in the 
next Paragraph to ferch in the Sixth 4r- 
ticle of the Church of England in favour of 
the Vindicator's Conceir, Surely this his 
Patron, at whoſe feet he lays his Papers, 
will give him little thanks for this, for 
he jeers himrather than defends his Cauſe. 
Thus thoughthey are agreed,and under- 
ſtand one another ſo far as to Impoſe up- 
on the world, yet they cannot (and ne-'- 
ver will) agree to ſpeak Truth. And in- 
deed this Worthy Writer foreſignihed 
ſomething of this nature: Heis a boding 
fort ofman, you may perceive, for thus 
he ſpeaks in his Humble Dedicatory to 
the Viadicator, If 1 have miſtaken your 
ſenſe, or uſed weak reaſonings in your de- 

K 2 
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fence ( and behold | here he doth both ) 
Tereve your pardon. And ſq you. may, 
and | will tell you for your comfort, he 
will ſoon forgive you, for he knows thax 
your heart 1s right, 4.e. for the Good 
Cauſe, and therefore a little Miſtakiog 
of him out of weakneſs is pardon- 
able. Te 
Then he hales in Mr. Chillingworth by 
head and ſhoulders, p. 40. - PERO 
him very definitively F » left defender 
of the Religion of Proteſtants that the 
Church ever had ; which is too; high a 
CharaQter for wy though he was a 
perſon of Great, Parts 0g, 
Why muſt he be ſaid to be' the Abe 
Defender when we can name fo many. 
Emiaent Writers in other Countreys 
that have .perform'd this task ? Or, if 
he means the Church of England, why 
muſt he have.the abſolute Preference to 
Others that wecan name here, eſpecially 
that Great Ornament and Glory of qur 
Church, whom I had occaſion 10 men- 
tion before, who hath {o Learnedly de- 
fended the Religion 0 Proteſtants ? I, 
but he writ agaiaſt Cre/{zus, and there- 
fore he muſt not be the 4blei? Defender, 
Again, there is a reaſon well known to 
the world why Mr. Chillinzworth hath 
the 
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the Preheminence in the opinion of this 
Writer and his Confederates, but of that 
at ſome other time perhaps. Let us 
now go on, and ſee what this Gentleman 
gets by his producing of Mr. Chilling- 
worthz and it is no other than this,a plain 
confutation ofthe Vindicator's Projett con- 
cerning the reducing of Religion to a 
Point, and no more. For theſe are that 
Worthy Man's words, The Bible, the Bij- 
ble, I ſay the Bible only is the Religion of 
Proteſtants. And I lay ſo too, but this 
Gentleman and the Author of the Reaſon: 
ableneſs of (hriſtianity are of another opi- 
nion, for according to them it is not the 
Bible, but a very Small Portion of it that 
is the Religion of Proteſkants, They ac- 
knowledg that Some few Verſes in ſeve- 
ral Chapters of the Four Evengeliſis and 
the 4F: are matter of Faith or Religion, 
but they do not cry the Bible,the Bible,the 
Bible,they do not think that Alland Eve- 
ry one of the Fundamental Truths ia the 
Whole Scripture are the necellary mat- 
ter &f our Belicf, Thus Ithink this Re- 
verend Scribe might have ſpared the 

uoting of Mr. Chillingworth, unleſs he 
delights in confuting himſelf and his 
New Convert. 
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Afterwards he nibbles at ſome other 
paſſages in my Diſcourſe, bur flies off in- 
to Impertinencies. Only one thing I 
meet with that is very Remarka- 
ble, and I requeſt the Reader to attend 
toit. There are ( ſaith he ) ſome thatoof 
Deiſts have been reconciled to the Chriſtian 
faith by the Onitarian books, and have pro- 
oo. much ſatisfattion therein , p. 42. 
ou may perceive that they are making 
of Proſelytes as faſt as they can, and a- 
mong the reſt ſome De:ſts come in to 
them, and ſo ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
Seducers and thoſe that are Seduced, 
2 Pet. 2.20.) the latter end is worſe with 
them than the beginning : for whereas be- 
fore they owned a Natural Religion, now 
they become guilty of perverting and 
pony a Revealed one. They are 
ſo far from being reconciled to the Chriſt;- 
an Faith, that they oppoſe and contra- 
dit it, and even defie the Main Articles 
of this Religion which is owing to Di- 
vine Revelation. Such Converts as 
theſe have no reaſon to profeſs much ſatis. 
fattion in the Unitarian books, unleſs Cor- 
rupting the Chriſtian ſaith þe tobe choſen 
before plain Theiſmr. To (peak the plain 
truth ( and it is thedeſign of thele Papers 
to do ſo ) andthat which every Think- 
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ing and Confidering Man cannot but 
diſcern, the Socinians are but the Jour- 
neymen of the Dei#s, and they are ſet 
on work by them, for theſe latter hope 
to compals their Deſign, whichis to im- 
pair the Credit of the Chriſtian Religion 
and of thoſe Inſpired Writings which give 
us an account of it, they hope (I fay ) 
effeQtually to compaſs this deſign by the 
help of ſuch Good Inſtruments as they 
find the Socieniz'd Men to be. You ſee 
then what ground this Gentleman hath 
to think that the Deifts are Proſelytes to 
the Unitarians. 

Then he proceeds to make a long ha- 
rangue about the Obſcurity of Syſtematical 
Fundamentals, p. 44. &c. but never was 
poor Creature ſo bewildred as he is. 
Only he happily lights upon the Quakers, 
p. 44, 45- Where it 1s worth obſerving 
that the man doth not know his Friends 
from his Foes, nor theſe from them. 
He rails againſt this ſort of men ( who 
he ſaith would be counted the only People 
of God ) and yet it is certain that they are 
his brethren-Socinians. They utterly diſ- 
own the Scripture as the Rule of Faith, he 
faith: and doth not our late Socinian 
Writer ſymbolize with them when he 
declares that the Divine Truths con- 

K 4 tained 


134 Some Late Socman 


tained in the Epiſtles of the Holy Apo- 
ſtles ( which are a conſiderable part of 
Scripture ) are not the Neceſlary matter 
of kaith ? He complains that the £pakters 
turn the Goſpel into an Allegory ; but the 
foremention'd Author doth much worſe, 
for herepreſents the greateſt Part of the 
Goſpel-diſcoveries as Superfluous and 
Netdleſs. In giving us the farther Cha- 
raQer of the Quakers, he 1n lively colours 
repreſents the Sociniens, for theſe are his 
words concerning them, Retaining ſtil 
the words nherein the Chriftian Faith is ex- 
preſſed, though in an Equivocal Senſe, they 
have made a ſbift to be reputed generally Chri- 
Fans. Certainly there could not be a 
better Pourtraiture of the Racovien W ri» 
ters, for it is known that they are 
crafty and ſophiſtical, and quote Scrip- 
ture only to pervert it. They acknow+ 
ledg Chbriit to be God, and an Expiatory 
Sacrifice, but they mean it Equivocally ; 
they quit the true ſewſe of Scripture 
though they retain the words, and by rea» 
ſon of this latter have wade a ſbift ( as this 
Author ſpeaks ) to paſs for (hriſtians. 

Theſe men ( whatever ſome few 
. Writers of the Racoviews way hold of 
late) exaltly fide with the Quakers in 
crying down of Water-Baptiſm ( = ſo 
they 
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they both call it in derifion.) In the 
Grand Point of the Trinity they both con- 
cur, #, e. to rejett it, witneſs W. Per's 
Sandy Foundation, by which he means 
the dotringof the Bleſſed Trinity. In a 
quibbling manner, whercin he ſhews 
both his Ignorance and Blaſphemy, he 
thus ſpeaks, * If God, as the Scriptures 
reſtifie, hath never been declared or belicued 
but as the HOLY ONE, then it will fol- 
low that God is not an Hory THREE. 
Neither can this receive the leaſt prejudice 
rom that frequent, but i inent diſt in- 
rac £4 CG is One in! Subfbence, Fi 
Three in Perſons or Subſiſtencies, To 
which all Socines's followers fay Amen. 
TheſameGentleman derides the doQtrine 
of SatisfaFion, and — calls the 
Aſſerters of it + SatisfaFonifts : and 
who knows not that Tranſylvani:z agrees 
here with Penſy/vania ? The Man that [uf- 
fer'd at Jeruſalem is the Socinian as well 
as the Quakers Stile : And generally as to 
the main things that relate to our Sav7- 
owr, they perfettly accord, vis. in mak- 
ing nothing of them. If Qnakeriſm then 
be no Chriſtianity, as this our Writer re- 
ports 


— 


* W. Pow's Sandy Foundation, p. 12. + Sandy Foun- 
dar. ibid, 
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ports it in the ſame place, then we may 
with = more _ _ that 
Socinianiſm is none. By this it appears 
that Socinws and Fox are well met, and 
that they are very Loving Friends. But 
they muſt ſeem to diſagree, as here in 
this Gentleman's Papers. 

Laſtly, let us ſee the wonderful hand 
of God in ſuffering this Unthoughtful 
Writer to produce « Paper written by 4 
Teſuite in the late Reign, entituled an Ad- 
dreff, &c. And in this Addrels, he faith, 


he goes about T2 that the Scriptures coms- 


monly alledg'd for the Trinity, admit of ano- 
ther ſenſe. He goes the ſame way in the Ar- 
ticle of the Incarnation. What | had he 
not enough of the Quaker but he muſt 
bring in the Jeſuite ? And muſt he tell 
the world that the Jeſuitical Writers take 
the part of the Socinians ? mult he pub- 
lickly give notice that they both carry 
on the ſame work, and joyntly conſpire 
to pervert the Scriptures in order to it ? 
For the credit of the Cauſe, it had been 
better to have placed this under a for- 
mer head, and to have told the Reader 
that ſome Jeſuites ( as well as ſome De- 
i/ts) are Converts to Soctnianiſm. But 
he hath blurted ir out that Ignativs Loyo- 
la and Fauſtns Socinus were of kin. Sure- 


ly 
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ly this Author muſt not be employ'd an 
more to write in defence of the Cauſe. 
He muſt be no longer a Do»ble-Column'd 
Writer : they muſt look our for a man 
that is not ſoOpen-hearted, one that can 
handle his Weapon with more Cun- 
ning, for this man hath ſtabb'd his owa 
Cauſe, 

But becauſe this Writer in the begin- 
ning and towards the end of his 
Papers is plcag'd to uſe ſome words of 
Deference and Reſpe&, I will not be 
backward to return his Civility in the 
ſame kind by letting him know that I 
ſuppoſe him to be a Perſon of Ingenuity 
and Learning ( only I wiſh he had ſben'd 
it in his late Undertaking) and that / 
would not have made 0 __ to him in any 
other Points but e which are the 
Foundation, Baſis and Ground-work of 
Chriſtianity, and the very Life and Soul 
of our Religion, and therefore none is to 
be permitted to treat them irreverently 
and /coffingly, as he and his Aſſociates 
have lately done. Burt I entertain ſome 
hope that this Unſavoury Taxg will wear 
of in time. | 

And thus I have finiſhed both my Re- 
plies to the Gentlemen's — againſt 
me : and I have wholly conhned =7 
c 
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ſelf to theſe, and- not ventured to pueſs 
at their Perſons, or make any RefleRi- 
ons of that kind, for that 1s a thing 
which I abhor. Nay, though the Viz- 
dicator by his refleQting upon my Degree, 
p. 24. and 36. and Calling, p. 36, and 
before, p. 26, and before ht, p. 9. 
had given me occaſion to/enquire in- 
to his Quality and CharaQter, yet I 
purpoſely forbore to meddle with any 
ſuch Conſiderations. And fo as to the 
E xaminator, 1 could eaſily have traced 
his Perſon and Station, and offer'd ſome 
Remarks upon either, but I made it not 
my buſineſs to obſerve Who they were 
that wrote, but what they had written. 
And it was neceſlary to do this latter 
with ſome Salt and Keenneſs, that the 
levity of their Arguments might be the 
better expoſed, and that I mighr in a 
lawful and innocent way retaliate that 
Liberty which they had taken. And 
indeed the Socinian Gentlemen muſt 
ſhew themſelves very Diſingenuous 
( which I will not preſume of them ) 
if they be diſſatisfied with me for my 
Freedom of diſcourſe, when in all their 
Writings they profeſs to uſe it. And 
it is plain that they make uſe of it : _= 

who 
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who ſees not.-that * they have been 
very, ſharp upon. ſome of the moſt 
Eminent and Vengrable Perſons of our 
Church ? They have handled the late 
Archbiſhop ., lome of his Reve- 
rend Brethrea ( who in their Wri- 
tings, ſh: ved thezr diſlike of the Saci- 
nian , doQrines ). with no excels of 
Reſpet : And they repreſent theny 
and the whole Clergy as Mercenary, 
Timerous, and Falfe hearted : They 
would perſwade the world that the 
dodrine of the Trinity is defended by 
them merely becauſe they are bribed 
or forced to it. And others of their 
Writers have been very ſevere upon 
the Trinitarians in their late Prints. 
And therefore with good reaſon ſome 
of Theſe have been free wich them 
again , eſpecially that Worthy Perton 
who undertook the Defence of the 
Archbiſbop and the Biſhop of Worceſter, 
and hath with great Vivazity and 
Sharpneſs refleted on the Socinian 
Errors, and with as great Solidity 
and Compoledneſs eltabliſh'd the con- 
trary Truths, and hath not ſpared 

that 


* Conſiderations on the Exp!ications of the doftrine of 
the Trinity. 
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that Socinian Author whom he grap” 
r- _ . a =_ -A., eaſt 
uppoſe 'none udg me that 
tm om which this | aw Fane and 
others have taken in their Replies to 
the Racovian Writers , eſpecially ſee- 
ing 1 have not (as I conceive) made 
ill uſe of it. But of that let the Rea- 


der judg. 
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BOOKS written by the Re- 
verend Mr. JohryEdwards. 


A* Enquiry into ſeveral Remakable 

Texts of the Old and New Teſta» 
meat which contain ſome Difficulty in 
them, with a Probable Reſolution of 
them, intwo Vol. 8*. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Authority, 
Stile and Perfettion of the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament, with a Con- 
tinued Iluſtratioa of ſeveral Difficult 
Texts throughout the whole Work. 
In three Vol. 8*. 

Some Thoughts concerning :the ſeve- 
ral Cauſes and Occaſions of Atheiſm, 
eſpecially in the Preſent Age, with tome 
brief Refleftions on Socinianiſm, and 
on a Late Book entitdled, The Reaſons- 
bleneſs of Chriſtianity as deliverd in the 
Scriptures, 8*. 

A Demonſtration of the Exiftence and 
Providence of God from the Contem- 
plation of the viſible Structure of the 
Greater and the Leſſer World. In two 

Parts. 


Parts. The firſt, ſhewing the Excel- 
lear Contrivance of the Heavens, Barth, 
Seas, &c, The ſecond, the wonderful 
Formation of the Body of Man. 

Socinianiſm Unmark'd : A Diſcourſe 
ſhewing the Unrcaſonableneſs of a Late 
Writer's Opinion, concerning the Ne- 
cellity of only One Article f Chriſtian 
Faith, and of his other Afﬀertions in his 
Late Book Eantituled, The Reaſonableneſs 
of Chriſtzawity as deliver 4 in the Scriptures, 
and in his Vindication of it ; with a brief 
Reply to another ( Profeſied ) Socinian 
Writer. 


All fold by Jonathan Robinſon «t the 
Golden Lyon, «nd John Wyar «f 
the Role in St. Paul's Church-yard. 


